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National Storytelling Network
August 2025 Board of Directors Meeting
Minutes

l. Call to Order 5:03 Central time
Chair Rishi Nixon
Quorum requires a majority of the number of Directors in office—currently 16—so 9 board
members are required to conduct business.
Present. Karen Amano, Caleb Hubbard, Margaret Read MacDonald, Barry McWilliams, Gwen
Napier, Rishi Nixon, Lisa Overholser, Darlene Richard, Emily Stamets, Lisa Williams, Linda
Yemoto. Staff: Dot Cleveland, Robert Johnson. Guest: Rachel Hedman.

Il. Review and Approval of June 2025 Board Meeting Minutes and the July 2025
General Membership Meeting.
Motion: That the minutes of the June 2025 Board Meeting and the July 2025 General
Membership Meeting be approved. Moved by Caleb Hubbard. Passed unanimously.

lll. Georgia 2025 Conference Co-Chairs’ Report
Co-Chairs Leslie Shelley and Rishi Nixon
Lesley offered thanks to all who helped. The board discussed ways to thank volunteers
during the conferences. The conference was a great success. It felt like a healing
process for many long time NSN members. Final financial numbers are looking good.

IV. Chair’s Report
Chair Rishi Nixon

Rishi’s focus for the coming year:
Increase our membership. Work on partnerships with other organizations...ISC,
NABS, Americans for the Arts and others.

Appointment of Zenobia Judd-Williams to Membership Committee

Celebrating Jonesborough supporters Bill and Virginia Kennedy’s 60th anniversary
Flowers sent to celebrate their 60™ anniversary.
Congratulations to Bob Johnson for Oracle Award for National Service.

Actions to address insensitive conference showcase story. This issue has been dealt
with through conversations with the teller and those who expressed concern. An ad hoc
committee is formed to discuss ways to avoid such issues in the future: Caleb Hubbard,



chair. Members: Gwen Napier, Margaret Read MacDonald, Darlene Richard. Sue
O’Hallaran and Laura Packer will be invited to join the committee as well.

Discussion taking an organizational membership in Americans for the Arts
The membership fee is $100 annually.

Discussion of adapting the Americans for the Arts diversity statement.

Motion: That the issue of joining Americans for the Arts and/or adopting Americans for

the Arts diversity statement shall be tabled until the September meeting. Moved by Caleb

Hubbard. Passed unanimously.

Board members are asked to examine the Americans for the Arts website and be ready
to vote on these issues at the September meeting.
https://www.americansforthearts.org/membership/member-benefits-and-pricing

Discussion with NEST re possible future NSN conference (20297)

V.

VL.

Preliminary Conference Hosting Talks
Rishi is in discussions with NEST re a future NSN conference (20297?)

Rachel Hedman, Executive Director of Story Crossroads joined the board meeting to
discuss her possible interest in hosting an NSN Conference, perhaps in 2028. Rachel
had hoped to host this during the first week of May, in conjunction with Story Crossroads
events, but several problems with that date were voiced. She will explore summer
possibilities.

We have no host yet for 2027.

Conference Co-Chairs’ Report

Co-Chairs Caleb Hubbard and Trudy Hanson

Conference will be July 23-26, 2026. Working on meeting rooms, dorms, catering, etc.
with West Texas A & M University. Caleb wants to coordinate with SIGS soon on there
Conference needs.

VIl.Vice Chair-Elect’s Introduction

Vice Chair-Elect Darlene Richard.  Darlene is an organizer with Tejas. She will be
focusing on Membership in her position as Vice Chair-Elect.

VIIl. Secretary’s Report

Secretary Margaret Read MacDonald



By-laws amendment to exclude chairs of committees (except those with Board-
delegated financial powers) from need to sign our annual Conflict of Interest form.
Tabled until September meeting. By-laws committee will rework this amendment to
include Dot as signer of Conflict of Interest form.

By-laws committee’s recommendation on current 2014 conflict of interest form versus
proposed 2016 amendments to the form. We found this proposed amendment in NSN'’s
digital files. By-laws committee recommends keeping the Conflict of Interest form as it
currently appears on our website.

Dot will send the Conflict of Interest form to all board members shortly. All board
members need to sign this form annually.

IX. Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Bob Johnson
Available on the NSN website.

X. Immediate Past Chair’'s Report
Immediate Past Chair Delanna Reed: not present
50th anniversary oral history project
Interview logistics and funding sources
Reaching out to the International Storytelling Center

XI. Environmental Storytelling Special Interest Group (ECO SIG) Report
Directors Linda Yemoto and Claire Nolan

ECO's next big event is the Sun Day Concert on September 21. Information is available
on the thirdact.org website. It's a four-hour concert with HSA and Third Act.org featuring
wonderful tellers including Margaret Read MacDonald, Judith Black, Fran Stallings,
Heather Forest, Jenny Cargill-Strong (from Australia), Valentina Ortiz (from Mexico),
Diane Edgecomb, Laura Simms and many more.

The other event is our September 9 Swap featuring Karen Golden. Karen will be sharing
ideas to foster sustainability with our youngest audience members. As always we meet
at 8:30 pm EDT.

We picked up a few new members at the conference, and our field trip to the Smith
Gilbert Gardens was well-attended and wonderful! Thank you to Leslie for organizing

that.

Here is the registration link: Sun Day Storytelling Concert

Producers & Organizers Special Interest Group (PRO SIG) Report

Directors Lisa Overholser and Barry McWilliams. No report.



XIl. Storytelling in Organizations Special Interest Group (SIO SIG) Report
Director Lisa Williams. No report.

XIIl. Youth-Educators-Storytellers Special Interest Group (YES SIG) Report
Director Karin Amano.

September 27 Angela Lloyd Sunbrella Concert co-sponsored by YES and HSA.

XIV. Adjournment
Chair Rishi Nixon
Meeting adjourned at 7:10pm central time.

Next Board Meeting: Wednesday, September 17, 2025
6:00 - 8:00 pm Eastern Time
5:00 - 7:00 pm Central Time
4:00 - 6:00 pm Mountain Time
3:00 - 5:00 pm Pacific Time
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Appendix |

Context on actions to address insensitive conference showcase story

The agenda item on “actions to address insensitive conference showcase story” is about
Jispweai# regional teller showcase story at our 2025 conference in Georgia.

One of the women upon whomm performance on tales of Southern women was based was
a slave. After telling the story of this woman'’s brave actions—saving her slaveowner—during
wartime, in order to emphasize her selflessness of character, i added the additional
information that, as a slave, she was said to have refused her freedom when it was offered to
her, and bequeathed her own seven children as slaves to each of the slaveowner's seven
children.

While this may be a historical fact, as storytellers, we must be mindful about how we wield
historical fact. The major issue was that in the context of the ending of &8 story, the addition of
this information made Wstory seem to portray this refusal of freedom and perpetuation of
slavery in a positive light.

Many attendees were—understandably—very angry about this, and one or two asked us to

make a public apology or retraction. Sue O'Halloran—our opening teller of the conference, who

is very well-known as a speaker on diversity—had a one-on-one conversation withm after

the showcase explaining why her story was problematic and hurt many in the audience.m

apologized profusely, and it was clear [ intention was not to be hurtful. Sue was optimistic that
expressed @8 would take much deeper care in |l content moving forward.

I wanted to update the board that this issue seems resolved—Leslie has spoken to many of the
attendees who reached out about m story and they largely think this one-on-one
conversation with mwas an appropriate response. They are no longer pressing us for a
public retraction or apology.




| want to emphasize we have apologized individually to each attendee who has raised this, but
given that it is now clear this was not an intentional comment on slavery on Wil part, and that

M8 has expressed [ sincere regret, we feel it would be unnecessarily cruel to publicly
denounce . In keeping with this, at the board meeting, | will address this issue without
mentioningm name, instead only referring to i} as “the regional teller.” | ask you to
also please refrain from using @8 name during the board meeting.

To prevent this from happening at future showcases, during the board meeting, | wanted to
discuss the extent to which we should vet showcase tellers for potentially problematic content.

This year, each regional teller did submit a 300-word summary (albeit not a script) of their story,
but | think it would have been hard to anticipate this issue arising from the application alone.
W s a well-known teller (@ Storytelling Network president, former NSN board member,
performer at Jonesborough in the past); ¥ submitted summary was detailed, focusing on
inclusivity and empowerment of Southern women; and this problematic part o story was
not mentioned in the summary, likely because it wasn't part of the actual story, but an auxiliary
detail 888 mentioned afterward.

It might not be feasible to ask for a video or script of the story at the application phase, but
perhaps we need language to ask tellers to be aware of avoiding controversial or insensitive
material? | know The Moth does this and we may find other organizations that have something
drafted already. | would like to put together an ad hoc committee to examine this.

Rishi Nixon
Chair, Board of Directors
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