
 
 

National Storytelling Network 
September 2025 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

 
I. Call to Order   6:04 pm EDT   Chair Rishi Nixon 

Quorum requires a majority of the number of Directors in office currently 16 so 9 board 
members are required to conduct business. 
 
Staff: Dot Cleveland, Robert Johnson.   Board members: Caleb Hubbard;  Margaret Read 
MacDonald, Barry McWilliams, Gwendolyn Napier, Rishi Nixon; Lisa Overholser;  Delanna 
Reed; Darlene Richard; Fran Stallings (for ECO); Lisa Williams. Conference Co-chair Trudy 
Hanson. 

 
II. Review and Approval of August 2025 Board Meeting Minutes 

 
Motion: That the minutes of the August 2025 meeting be approved. 
Moved by Gwendolyn Napier.  10 for, 1 abstention. 
 

III.  Chair Rishi Nixon 
- The 2025 conference final financial statistics: The profit from the conference was 

$36,411.  
- 195 attended the conference in person, 55 attended virtually. 35 new members were 

added.  PRO SIG had the most attendees at the conference.    
- Survey was sent to conference attendees, 67 responded. 70% heard about conference 

from newsletter. Overall satisfaction was 99%. 75% VERY satisfied.  99% would 
recommend it to a friend.  We queried whether the conference could be held in May. 
Equal numbers said it would be easier to attend in May or more difficult to attend in May.   
Major complaint was that it was too cold in the rooms, especially in the theatre.    
 
Discussions with NEST, Rachel Hedman (Utah), and Storytelling Association of 
California regarding possible future conferences, 2028 and beyond.    
   

IV. Report on Potential Minnesota 2027 Conference   Administrator Dot Cleveland 
reported that Story Arts of Minnesota had submitted a proposal before COVID.  It is 
being updated. A proposal will be submitted to the next board meeting.  Loren Neimi is 
the contact person.  
 

V. Vote on Joining Americans for the Arts 
Americans for the Arts |,  a 501c3, has an affiliate  organization , Americans for the Arts 
Action Fund, which is a 501c4 and thus is able to take political action. As a 501c3 NSN 



cannot do that. It is suggested that NSN take an organizational membership in 
Americans for the Arts. Several benefits are available to board and staff of member 
organizations. We are exploring possibilities that might enable NSN members to access 
certain benefits as well.    
  
Motion: That we join Americans for the Arts at the $100 level.  Moved by Delanna 
Reed.  Passed unanimously.   

 
Motion: That the Strategic Planning Committee explore ways that our members 
might benefit from the NSN membership in Americans for the Arts.   Moved by 
Caleb Hubbard.  9 for, 2 abstentions.  Passed.    

 
 
VI. Update on Cultural Equity Statement and Teller Vetting  Vice Chair Caleb Hubbard 

This ad-hoc committee is meeting on Sept 25 at 1:00 pm. Sue O Halloran has joined the 
committee.    

 
VII. Texas 2026 Conference Co-   

Co-Chairs Caleb Hubbard and Trudy Hanson 
Application form for proposals is online now.      
Jaye McLaughlin from TSA has joined the planning committee.    
Because they are located in the High Plains of Texas, the regional concert will feature 
tellers from Oklahoma, New Mexico, and the Texas Panhandle. They will be working 
also with TEJAS.  
Field trip for ECO may go into the nearby Powder Canyon.     

 
VIII. By-laws Committee.   Margaret Read MacDonald 

- Proposed By-laws amendment to exclude chairs of committees without Board-delegated 
financial powers from conflict of interest statement requirement.    
 
Motion: That the words -laws ARTICLE XIV 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 14.1 Policy.   Line .    
Moved by Barry McWiilliams.  Passed unanimously.  
 
Motion: That we table adding the phrase to ARTICLE XIV 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 14.1 Policy.  We await establishing a process for 
executing this article.  Moved by Caleb Hubbard.  Passed unanimously.    
 
Dot, Rishi, and Lisa Williams will work on this.    

 
IX.    Treasurer Bob Johnson 

2025 (as of August).   Total income: $47,566. Total Liabilities and Equity: $237,356. 
Report available on NSN website.  

 



X. Environmental Storytelling Special Interest Group (ECO SIG) Report 
Representative Fran Stallings 
 
Monthly Swaps continue. They are offered to ECO SIG members on the second 
Tuesday or Wednesday of the month on Zoom.  Attendance has been steady at about 
10-12 participants. Tuesday September 9 Karen Golden gave the delightful workshop, 

The Carrot 
Seed by Ruth Krauss.  We were amazed how propound the simple board book is and 
learned why Karen feels that this book is the basis of all her work as a storyteller and an 
environmentalist. A recording is available if anyone would like it.  Just send an email to 
Claire cbnolou@gmail.com 
The next Swap will be on Wednesday October 8 at 8:30 pm EDT. 
The Big News is this Sunday, September 21 is SUN DAY. ECO and HSA have teamed 
up with ThirdAct.org to offer a Storytelling Concert https://storynet.org/events/.  
 
Next swap Oct 8. 

XI. Producers & Organizers Special Interest Group (PRO SIG) Report 
Directors Lisa Overholser and Barry McWilliams 
Denise Page workshop is coming up. Oct 8 Can We Talk?     
Peer consulting program starting.  uesday monthly meeting.  
 

XII. Storytelling in Organizations Special Interest Group (SIO SIG) Report 
Director Lisa Williams 
Oct 7  Artem Mushin-Makedonskiy will be offering webinar. This is part of a series that 
began in September and continues Nov 4 and Dec 2. 
Oct 18  Eva Grayzel will be interviewed by Lauryn Williams. Another webinar planned for 
Nov 15.  Webinars will continue the second Tuesday of each month from January 
through April. 
 

XIII. Youth-Educators-Storytellers Special Interest Group (YES SIG) Report 
Director Karin Amano (in writing) 
Angela Lloyd fundraising concert for scholarship is September 27 
Cooper Braun story lab is coming in October. 
Recruiting for another YES board member and another YES member to serve on the 
NSN  board. 
YES queried their members re the May vs July date for NSN annual conference issue.   
Half said July best/ half said May best. 
 
Gwendolyn reported that NABS will be able to fund the youth portion of their conference 
thanks to the gift from NSN.   
 

 
XIV. Adjournment  8:08 pm EDT  Chair Rishi Nixon 



 
 
Next Board Meeting:  Wednesday, October 15, 2025 

6:00 - 8:00 pm Eastern Time 
5:00 - 7:00 pm Central Time 
4:00 - 6:00 pm Mountain Time 
3:00 - 5:00 pm Pacific Time 


















