
 

 
 

National Storytelling Network 
November 19, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

storynet.org/about-nsn/board-meeting-information/ 

 
I. Call to Order  6:05 pm ET 

Chair Rishi Nixon 
Quorum requires a majority of the number of Directors in office currently 16 so 9 board 
members are required to conduct business. 
Karin Amano, Melissa Fees, Caleb Hubbard, Margaret Read MacDonald, Barry McWilliams,  
Rishi Nixon, Claire Nolan, Lisa Overholser, Delanna Reed, Emily Stamet, Lisa Williams, Linda 
Yemoto. Staff: Dot Cleveland. Bob Johnson.  Conference Co-Coordinator: Trudy Hansen 

 
II. Review and Approval of October 2025 Board Meeting Minutes 

Secretary Margaret Read MacDonald.    
Motion: That the minutes of the October 2025 Board meeting be approved as 
amended.  Moved by Rishi Nixon.  Passed unanimously.        

 
III.  

Chair Rishi Nixon 
This is Tellabration month.  A Tellabration page is on the NSN website under vents .   
Oracle nominations opened this month and close Jan 10.  Proposal deadline for the 
2026 conference is now closed. 
NABS Conference is taking place now.   Strategic Planning Committee member, Travis 
Wolven sent as rep from NSN.  Hoping to discuss ideas for NABS and NSN cooperation.   
Travis will send note for newsletter about his experience at NABS conference, NSN 
bought a full-page ad for the NABS program (half page ad was already arranged via 
exchange with NABS ad for our conference).    
Upasna Kakroo, NSN Publications Manager, is working on social media ideas to 
promote NSN. 
Jo Radner sent info on Literary Arts Fund Grant.   We are exploring the possibility of 
applying for this.  
We received a $3,000 donation from a Texas donor.        

 
IV.       See on website.    

Treasurer Bob Johnson 
Bob needs SIG budgets by 2nd week in January at latest.  

 
V. Environmental Storytelling Special Interest Group (ECO SIG) Report 

Directors Linda Yemoto and Claire Nolan 



 

 
23 ECO SIGS did not renew.  Investigating this and also reaching out to new members. 
Committee of five set to review proposals.             
 

VI. Producers & Organizers Special Interest Group (PRO SIG) Report 
Directors Lisa Overholser and Barry McWilliams 
Denise Paige workshop  over 20 registered.  The Peer Consulting 
program is being advertised.   PRO is planning webinars for next year.   A panel to 
evaluate proposals is set.  
 

VII. Storytelling in Organizations Special Interest Group (SIO SIG) Report 
Director Lisa Williams 
James Brulé has a committee of five to evaluate conference proposals.  
Lisa is looking for nominees to fill her position as SIO Chair.       
Artem Mushin-Makendonskiy will complete his four webinar series on Dec 2.     
Sadika Kebbi Legacy through Storytelling . They had 20 
participants.  She sent a proposal to present the same workshop for NSN conference 
and will come from Dubai if accepted.   
Dec. 13 Lauryn Williams and Eva Grayzel will offer a webinar re journey in using 
narrative to change policy. 
Vanad Krishna will be offering webinars 2nd Tuesdays from 8-9 January through Aril. 
Sally Perkins will be offering a webinar in February.   
 

VIII. Youth-Educators-Storytellers Special Interest Group (YES SIG) Report 
Director Karin Amano 
New board member Karen Golden.       
Storylab Dec 10 will feature a presenter on AI. 
The Angela Lloyd Award is to be offered again this year.     
Linda Yemoto will lead the proposal review team. 
 

IX. Vote on Minnesota 2027 Conference Proposal 
Chair Rishi Nixon 
We have received a proposal from Story Arts of Minnesota, in partnership with The 
American School of Storytelling and the Black Storytellers Alliance. 
Local Chair would be Loren Niemi.  Local Committee to include: Katie Knutson, Pam 
Schweitzer, Sue Searing, Christine Mounts, Howard Lieberman, Carol McCormick, and 
Nicholas Pawloski.      
 
Motion: That we accept the proposal from Minnesota for the 2027 NSN 
Conference.  Moved by Delanna Reed.    Passed unanimously.     

 
X. Texas 2026 Conference Co-  

Co-Chairs Caleb Hubbard and Trudy Hanson 
 



 

Over 50 proposals were submitted. Some SIGS had only three proposals, so additional 
programs of interest to those SIGS may be solicited.   Those proposing programs will be 
let know of their acceptance or rejection by February 1, 2026. 
 

XI. Ad Hoc Committee Report on Member At-Large (MAL) Involvement 
Ad Hoc Committee Chair Lisa Williams 
Committee has not met yet.  Lisa presented informational paper she created.   
 

XII. Strategic Planning Committee Advocacy Involvement Report 
Immediate Past Chair Delanna Reed 
They evaluated the organization Americans for the Arts.  Found benefit to NSN would be 
to expose other arts to our art of storytelling.    Much of what is available on the website 
is available to non-members, still the $100 membership for NSN feels useful.  
Flyer created to explain values of AFTA will be put in newsletter and made available on 
our website.     

 
XIII. Grants Committee Report 

Immediate Past Chair Delanna Reed 
Committee meeting.  May trim the application.  Coming up with criteria. 
 

XIV. Oral History Project Report 
Immediate Past Chair Delanna Reed 
Work in progress. 
 

XV. Kathryn Tucker Windham Committee Report 
Secretary Margaret Read MacDonald 
Committee to meet in December to decide on parameters for 2026.    

 
XVI. Adjournment   7:09 pm ET 

Chair Rishi Nixon 
Motion: That the meeting be adjourned.  Moved by Rishi Nixon.  Passed 
Unanimously.  

 
 
Next Board Meeting:  Wednesday, December 17, 2025 

6:00 - 8:00 pm Eastern Time 
5:00 - 7:00 pm Central Time 
4:00 - 6:00 pm Mountain Time 
3:00 - 5:00 pm Pacific Time 






































