
 
 

National Storytelling Network 
June 2026 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

storynet.org/about-nsn/board-meeting-information/ 
7:30 pm Central Time 

 
I. Call to Order  Meeting started at 5:35 CT.  No quorum.    

  Chair Rishi Nixon 
Present: Karin Amano, Caleb Hubbard, Margaret Read MacDonald, Barry McWiilliams, 
Rishi Nixon, Delana Reed, Lisa Williams, Linda Yemoto. Staff: Dot Cleveland. Guest: 
Zenobia Judd-Williams (new board member as of July);  Alicia Dongjoo Bang ( new 
board member as of July).Trudy Hanson (Co-chair Conference).   

 
II. Review and Approval of May 2026 Board Meeting Minutes 

 Secretary Margaret Read MacDonald 
Motion: That the minutes of the May 2026 Board Minutes be approved. Moved by 

Caleb Hubbard.  Two abstained.   6 for.   2 more votes needed for quorum.        
 
III.  

Chair Rishi Nixon 
A new letter has been sent to ISC re collaboration. 
Tim Livengood was appointed as Ambassador to Emerging Storytellers.  
Lisa Overholser is stepping down as PRO SIG co-chair and as Finance Chair.  Another 
board member needs to take on the Finance Chair position.   
 

IV.  
Treasurer Bob Johnson 
Available online.     
 

V. Texas 2026 Conference Committee Report 
Conference Co-Chairs Caleb Hubbard and Trudy Hanson 
Tote bags and water bottles were sponsored by TSA and Tejas. Trudy donated funds for 
squishy buffaloes. Territory Tellers sponsored the water bottles.  
Texas Campfire slots in evening for networking.  
Eco trip is full.  
Willy Claflin is unable to attend; Megan Wells will replace him.  
135 registrations, 64 reserved housing, 21 virtual registrations.  
Caleb and Trudy meeting with ASST to promote conference.   
Dot has put up 1999-2025 conference programs on the NSN website.   

 



VI. NSN Remembers 50th Anniversary Oral History Project Report 
Immediate Past Chair Delanna Reed 
9 audio hours long + interviews have been completed. These will be on an NSN 
webpage. A QR code linking to the NSN website page will be available at conference.   
Delanna is hoping to do a few video interviews as well.          
 

VII. Grants Committee Report 
Immediate Past Chair Delanna Reed 
Member Grants has a selection meeting on Saturday, June 20. Winners will be 
announced at the conference.    

 
VIII. Welcoming Incoming SIO Directors Alicia Dongjoo Bang and Zenobia Judd-

Williams. 
 

IX. Vote on Partnership Agreement with the National Association of Black Storytellers 
 
Motion: That the agreement for collaboration with the National Association of 
Black Storytellers be sent to NABS for their approval.  Moved by Linda Yemoto.   7 
yes.  2 more votes needed  for quorum.  
 

X. Discussion on 2026 General Membership Meeting Agenda 
Discussion of order of board members speaking.                
 

XI. Vote on Edits to the NSN Leadership Guide 
  

Motion: That the changes to the NSN leadership guide be accepted.  Moved by 
Barry McWilliams.  7 for.  2 needed for quorum. 
 
XII. Discussion on July 2026 Board Meeting Date 

Chair Rishi Nixon 
July meeting   July 16 5:30-7:30 pm CDT  

 
XIII. Environmental Storytelling Special Interest Group (ECO SIG) Report 

Directors Linda Yemoto and Claire Nolan. Earth Up III to take place in 2027, with 
emphasis on international tellers. ECO wants to invite storytellers, activists and 
scientists. 

 
XIV. Producers & Organizers Special Interest Group (PRO SIG) Report 

Directors Lisa Overholser and Barry McWilliams. No report. 
 

XV. Storytelling in Organizations Special Interest Group (SIO SIG) Report 
Director Lisa Williams. Process of getting SIG to vote was not completely functional.  
Four members were put forth for votes. The two not elected to NSN board were willing to 
take positions on SIO SIG board.    



 
XVI. Youth-Educators-Storytellers Special Interest Group (YES SIG) Report 

Director Karin Amano.  StoryLab was held in January. September will be the next 
StoryLab.      
 

XVII. Adjournment.   Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm CDT.    
Chair Rishi Nixon 

 



 
 

National Storytelling Network 
June 2026 Board of Directors Meeting Agenda 

storynet.org/about-nsn/board-meeting-information/ 
7:30 pm Central Time 

 
I. Call to Order 

Chair Rishi Nixon 
 

II. Review and Approval of May 2026 Board Meeting Minutes 
 Secretary Margaret Read MacDonald 
 
III.  

Chair Rishi Nixon 
 
IV.  

Treasurer Bob Johnson 
 

V. Texas 2026 Conference Committee Report 
Conference Co-Chairs Caleb Hubbard and Trudy Hanson 

 
VI. NSN Remembers 50th Anniversary Oral History Project Report 

VII. Grants Committee Report 
Immediate Past Chair Delanna Reed 

 
VIII. Welcoming Incoming SIO Directors Alicia Dongjoo Bang and Zenobia Judd-

Williams 
IX. Vote on Partnership Agreement with the National Association of Black Storytellers 
X. Discussion on 2026 General Membership Meeting Agenda 
XI. Vote on Edits to the NSN Leadership Guide 

XII. Discussion on July 2026 Board Meeting Date 
Chair Rishi Nixon 

 
XIII. Environmental Storytelling Special Interest Group (ECO SIG) Report 

Directors Linda Yemoto and Claire Nolan 
 
XIV. Producers & Organizers Special Interest Group (PRO SIG) Report 

Directors Lisa Overholser and Barry McWilliams 
 

XV. Storytelling in Organizations Special Interest Group (SIO SIG) Report 



Director Lisa Williams 
 
XVI. Youth-Educators-Storytellers Special Interest Group (YES SIG) Report 

Director Karin Amano 
 

XVII. Adjournment 
Chair Rishi Nixon 

 














