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Welcome to CONNECTED: Part I  

Members, Friends and Guests,

Welcome to Connected – Part 1

The fact of the matter is that the Pandemic has taken a toll on the 
storytelling community in general and the National Storytelling Network 
in particular. We know how much the NSN members look forward to 
connecting and reconnecting at our annual conferences, but an in-
person conference is not possible at this time.

I am reminded of a story about a man who is walking along and sees a 
tiger. Wanting to avoid the tiger he picks up his pace but unfortunately the 
tiger sees him and follows. He runs, the tiger gives chase. He comes to a 
cliff and throws himself over the edge, clinging to a vine. He looks down. It 

is a long way to the bottom. The tiger above, the rocks below. What is he to do? Looking over he see 
wild strawberries growing from a crack in the cliff face. He picks one and tastes it. “Ahhh,” he says, 
“how sweet it is.”

Here is the sweetness we can offer on this one day of Connection between what was familiar 
and expected and what will yet to be, without straining our technical capacity or your attention 
spans: The Annual Membership Meeting to report on the state of the organization and the larger 
community, the Oracle Awards and Concert celebrating the life and vitality of storytelling and 
storytellers, and the Grand Slam, to cap off a year’s worth of 5-minute stories writ large and 
engaging.

My thanks to our sponsors for helping make Connected – Part 1 possible. And on behalf of the Board 
of Directors and myself, thanks to each of you for your continuing and much appreciated support of 
the National Storytelling Network.

Loren Niemi
Board Chair

https://storynet.org/awards/oracle-awards/
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NSN - The National Storytelling Network 
(https://storynet.org) is an international 
community of storytellers who bring 
storytelling into diverse settings across the 
world. Established in 1975, the National 
Storytelling Network is comprised of 
approximately 1,000 individuals and 
affiliated organizations. The National 
Storytelling Conference is NSN’s vehicle 
for bringing this international community 
together once a year. Like our members, 
the conference moves to different regions, 
providing an array of workshops for new 
initiates and longtime storytellers to network 
and hone their skills.

NSN is located in the burgeoning, vibrant 
arts center of Kansas City, Missouri. Our 
home and partnership with the award-
winning Mid-Continent Public Library 
System, and its Woodneath Library Story 
Center facilitates member engagement and 
allows us to develop synergies that will 
further NSN’s international presence within 
arts communities at all levels.

Vision
A world in which all people value the power of 
storytelling and its ability to connect, inspire, and 
instill respect within our hearts and communities.

Mission
The National Storytelling Network is a membership 
organization made up of individuals and 
organizations involved in storytelling. Its mission 
is to advance all forms of storytelling within the 
community through promotion, advocacy and 
education.

Values
• Responsive Innovation: Continuous adaptation 

of our work in response to changing and 
community needs.

• Cultural Awareness and Engagement: Sensitivity 
and respect for diverse individuals and 
communities

• Inclusion: Advancement of equity by elevating 
underrepresented voices.

• Collaboration: Employing the power of 
storytelling as a way to support the missions of 
our partnering organizations.

• Integrity: We act with transparency, honesty and 
sincerity.

About NSN

NSN Special Interest Groups

https://storynet.org
https://healingstory.org

https://storynet.org/group/kamishibai/
https://storynet.org/groups/pro/producers-and-organizers-pro/
https://storynet.org/groups/sio/storytelling-in-organizations-sio/
https://storynet.org/groups/yes/yes/
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NSN would like to give a special thanks to our 2021-2022 donors. Your donations make a difference 
in NSN’s survival and what NSN can contribute to the growth of storytelling. The generosity of 
donors has been the lifeblood of NSN and it is our donors that have kept NSN moving forward 
toward our goals. THANK YOU!

Sarah Juba Addison
Sandra Aguirre-Magana
Ruth Aleskovsky
Judith Alexander
April Armstrong
Joe Auricchio
Julie Baker
Margaret Barrie
Judy Bateman
Kay Beavo
Frances Berger
Lori Bertis
Janet Bickel-Burton
Molly Bicking
Karen Billings
Robert Bjerg
Perri Black
Colleen Bollen
Galen Brandt
Cooper Braun
Anne Brendler
Mary Lu Bretsch
Karol Brown
Maxine Brown
Mary Brugh
Jim Brule
Milbre Burch
Mij Byram
Philip Calvert
Christine Cave
Karen Chace
Ralph Chadis
Ai-Lin Chuah
Alton Chung
Lynne Clayton
Patricia Coffie
Elizabeth Como
Jane Crouse
Janice Del Negro
Mary Dessein
Alden Joe Doolittle
Jane Dorfman
Kate Dudding

Howard Edwards
Kay Elmsley-Weeden
Tim Ereneta
Andres Ferreyra
Doris Feyling
Connie Neil Fisher
Joanne Fitterer
Heather Forest
Denise Franck
Alan Frank
Carol Frank
Neshama Franklin
Jeff Gere
Jackson Gillman
Via Goode
Karen Griffin
Olive Hackett-
Shaughnessy
Jean Hale
Mary Hamilton
Heather Harlan
Amirah Harris
Laura Lee Hayes
Ray Hicks
William Hornyak
Daisy Howard-Douglas
Priscilla Howe
Bruce Huston
Colleen Jayne
Emily Jones
Nan Kammann
Lois Keel
Carol Kerman
Valerie Kimble
Katie Knutson
Gary & Linda Kuntz
Femi Lakeru
Helen Lakeru
Oni Lasana
Bowen Lee
Vanora Legaux
Howard Lieberman
Angela Lloyd

Kathy Maron-Wood
Cindy Rivka Marshall
Guerry McConnell
Kate McConnell
Marilyn McPhie
Barry McWilliams
Sandra Measels
Emily Mekler
Adam Mellema
Alfred Mitchell
Priti Modyiyer
Li-Anne Rowswell 
Mufson
Ellen Munds
Jennifer Munro
Margo Myles
Liz Nichols
Loren Niemi
Ben Nind
Ingrid Nixon
Mary Norris
Debra Olson-Tolar
Reba Ott
Jennifer Otto
Eileen Palley
Katherine Parmalee
Jeannine Pasini-
Beekman
Connie Pottle
Jo Radner
Janelle Reardon
Robert & Mary Lou 
Reeves

Connie Regan-Blake
Max Reinhart
Jessica Robinson
Robert Rubinstein
Anne Rutherford
Susaan Searing
Jack & Becky Selzer
Diane Shaver
Anne Shimojima
Hilary Silver
Joyce Slater
Gerry Smeets Anson
Elizabeth Snell
Fran Stallings
Alexander Stewart
Cynthia Stewart
Story Arts of MN
Ruth Stotter
Edward Swayze
Joey Talbert
Julie Tang
Lamont Tanksley
Nyanna Tobin
Annette Toutonghi
Sya VanGeest
Diana von Hallett
Chester Weems
Deena Weinstein
Paula Weiss
Donna Will
Rosemary Wilson
Swee Wong
Jonatha Wright

NSN Donors



Page 5 #NSNStoryCon

ORACLE Awards Committee
Sarah ‘Juba’ Addison
MaryGay Ducey
Angela Lloyd 
Cora Newcomb
Alton Chung

ORACLE Awards Recipients
Cooper Braun
Rachel Ann Harding
Marilyn McPhie
Laura Simms

The Fairy Tale Lobby
https://fairytalelobby.
wordpress.com/

Environmental Storytelling
https://www.facebook.com/
ecotelling07/

Interfaith
https://storynet.org/groups/
interfaith/interfaith-discussion-
group/

ORACLE Awards

Healing Story Alliance
Dues $25/year
https://healingstory.org

Kamishibai Story Alliance
Dues $25 /year
https://storynet.org/group/kamishibai/

Producers and Organizers
Dues $25/year
https://storynet.org/groups/pro/producers-
and-organizers-pro/

Storytelling in Organizations
Dues $25/year
https://storynet.org/groups/sio/storytelling-
in-organizations-sio/

Youth, Educators and Storytellers
Dues $25/year
https://storynet.org/groups/yes/yes/

Special Interest Groups

Discussion Groups

NSN Volunteers
NSN would like to thank everyone who contributed 
their time and effort in the planning and execution 
of this year’s conferences, Slams, Fringes, and other 
programs. Your contributions of time and effort truly 
make a difference! 

Due to the publishing schedule of this program book, 
we are not able to list the names of all our volunteers. 
However we do not want to miss the opportunity to 
say a heart-felt THANK YOU to each and every one 
of them for contributing to its success.

https://fairytalelobby.wordpress.com/
https://fairytalelobby.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ecotelling07/
https://www.facebook.com/ecotelling07/
https://storynet.org/groups/interfaith/interfaith-discussion-group/
https://storynet.org/groups/interfaith/interfaith-discussion-group/
https://storynet.org/groups/interfaith/interfaith-discussion-group/
https://healingstory.org 
https://storynet.org/group/kamishibai/
https://storynet.org/groups/pro/producers-and-organizers-pro/
https://storynet.org/groups/pro/producers-and-organizers-pro/
https://storynet.org/groups/sio/storytelling-in-organizations-sio/
https://storynet.org/groups/sio/storytelling-in-organizations-sio/
https://storynet.org/groups/yes/yes/
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Access Storytelling

8900 NE Flintlock Road
Kansas City, MO 64157

Create, Share, Connect at 
the Home of The National 
Storytelling Network

Established in 2013 in the nation’s 
heartland, The Story Center at 
Mid-Continent Public Library’s 
Woodneath Library Center offers 
unique services that empower 
people to create stories, share 
those stories, and connect with 
the stories of others.

• Monthly Story Swap

• Speaker Series with 
acclaimed authors

• Workshops for 
storytellers

• Storytelling performances 

We are proud to be the home 
of the National Storytelling 
Network’s headquarters.

For information and 
to plan your visit:

mystorycenter.org

13455

http://mystorycenter.org
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NSN Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Loren Niemi, Chair
chair@storynet.org

Kory May, Vice-Chair
korymay@gmail.com

Gary Kuntz, Secretary
secretary@storynet.org

Delanna Reed, Finance Chair
southeast@storynet.org

Regional Directors
Geral Fierst, Mid-Atlantic
midatlantic@storynet.org

Delanna Reed, Southeast
southeast@storynet.org

Trudy Hanson, South Central
mhanson16@suddenlink.net

Brandon Spars, Pacific
pacific@storynet.org

Debra Olson-Tolar, Western
storytolar@gmail.com

Linda Marchisio, Northeast
northeast@storynet.org

Jennifer Pahl Otto, North Central
Jennifer.Pahl.Otto@gmail.com

Appointed
Monique Chandler
monique@storynet.org

Gary Kuntz
secretary@storynet.org

Howard Lieberman
hlieberman@lieberman-nelson.
com

Toni Simmons
toni@tonisimmons.com

Office Staff
Danni Altman-Newell, 
Director of Operations 
danni@storynet.org

Dot Cleveland, Bookkeeper 
dot@storynet.org

Staff Support
Robert Johnson, Corporate 
Treasurer 
rcjohnsn@comcast.net

https://storynet.org/groups/storytell/storytell-listserv/


 Page 8  #NSNStoryCon

Alabama
VACANT
Alaska
Ingrid Nixon
Arizona
Mark Goldman
Arkansas
VACANT
California - 9 Bay Area Counties
Claire Hennessy
California - Los Angeles,
Ventura/Santa Barbara
Karen Golden
California - Northern
Ed Lewis
California - San Diego/Imperial
Li-Anne Rowswell Mufson
California - San Joaquin Valley,
Monterey, San Luis Obispo
VACANT
California - Sierra Foothills/
Mother Lode
BZ Smith
California - Kern, Tulare, Kings,
Fresno, Madera, Merced, San 
Joaquin, & Stanilaus Counties
Randel McGee
California - Orange, Inyo, San 
Bernardino, Riverside, Mono
Angela Lloyd
Colorado
Cooper Braun
Connecticut
VACANT
Delaware
VACANT
District of Columbia
Vera Oye’ Yaa-Anna
Florida
Pat Nease
Georgia
Jill Swenson
Hawaii
Jeff Gere

Idaho
Lori Prescott Hansen
Illinois
Marya Morris
Indiana
Lou Ann Homan
Iowa
Maureen Korte
Kansas
Rosie Cutrer
Kentucky
Mary Hamilton
Louisiana
VACANT
Maine
VACANT
Maryland
VACANT
Massachusetts
Nicolette Nordin Heavey
Michigan
Lois Sprengnether Keel
Minnesota
VACANT
Mississippi
Sandra Measels
Missouri
Jackie Wright
Montana
VACANT
Nebraska
Diane Cox
Nevada
Rochelle Hooks
New Hampshire
John Sanders
New Jersey
Denise McCormack
New Mexico
Lucinda DeLorimier
New York - NYC Metro Area
Robin Bady

New York - Upstate East
VACANT
New York - Upstate West
Cris Reidel
North Carolina
VACANT
North Dakota
VACANT
Ohio
Joyce Geary
Oklahoma
Valerie Kimball
Oregon
Holly Robison
Pennsylvania
Charles Kiernan
Rhode Island
VACANT
South Carolina
Rodger Ellingwood
South Dakota
VACANT
Tennessee
VACANT
Texas
Jaye McLaughlin
Utah
Nannette Watts
Vermont
Claudia HearsCrow
Virginia
Miriam Nadel
Washington - At-Large
Rebecca Hom
Washington - Seattle Area
Susy Irwin
West Virginia
W.I. “Bill” Hairston
Wisconsin
Jean Andrew
Wyoming
Michelle King

NSN State Liaisons
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http://www.uptowntheater.com/
https://mekorah.com/
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O N E - S T O P - S H O P  F O R  W E L L N E S S

Gynecology  |  Hormone Therapy 

Medi-Weightloss  |  MedCosmetic 

4550 W 109th Street  |  Overland Park, KS  |  913.888.7546  |   MirabileMD.com

http://mirabilemd.com
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www.sb-kc.com

2323 Grand Blvd  |  Suite 1000  |  Kansas City, MO 64108

816.421.4460

Trusted by individuals and businesses in 
Kansas City, and beyond! 

50 experienced attorneys

Representing creators, as well as small and large privately held businesses

Your most valuable asset might be your 

intellectual property. We can help! 

Cease and Desist Letters

Contracts

Publishing Agreements

Sale Agreements

Assignments

License Agreements

Non-Disclosure Agreements

Trademarks

Trade Secrets

Copyrights

Service Marks

Unfair Competition

If you have created intellectual property or your business 

owns or uses intellectual property, our experienced IP attorneys 

can help you understand how to protect, maintain, license, 

sell, and purchase your assets.

https://storynet.org/
http://www.sb-kc.com
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http://socotales.org
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Support NSN while you shop! 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/62-1760203

https://storynet.org/events/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/62-1760203
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diversity elevates business

Polsinelli proudly supports  
The National Storytelling Network’s 
Summer Connected Conference for 
its work fostering diversity and inclusion 
in the legal profession and in the 
communities it serves. 
 
 

Our attorneys are dedicated to 
promoting equality, diversity of ideas 
and diversity in perspective. 

The choice of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Polsinelli PC, Polsinelli LLP in California.

real challenges. real answers.SM   

Am Law 100 firm with
900 attorneys nationwide
21 offices from LA to NY
170+ services/industries 
polsinelli.com

http://polsinelli.com
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Joyce Slater has stories for everyone from pre-school participation stories 
through personal experiences for adults. Her specialties are  ghost/scary tales 
and traditional fairytales and folktales.  Puppets accompany her with songs 
and tales of their own. She is a workshop leader and a storytelling coach for 

other storytellers, public speakers and actors and she teaches oral storytelling 
and writing in the charter schools in KCMO.

Joyce Slater
www.slatertales.com

http://www.slatertales.com
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https://kcrep.org/
http://www.margaretreadmacdonald.com/
https://storynet.org/donate/
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NSN CONNECTED: PART I GRAND SLAM
You are invited to participate in the NSN 2022 CONNECTED: Part I Grand Slam. Ten winners from 
this season will compete for the grand prize - we need YOU to help decide the winners. Each five-
minute story must be a true personal story and must be related to the theme “Destinations”. The 
audience will vote for their top tellers. The results will be added to the scores given by three guest 
judges. Cash prizes awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners of the Grand Slam. 

CLOSED CAPTIONING
Closed captioning will be available for every session via an automated live transcription service 
provided by Zoom. Please note: while this technology is proficient, it is not perfect. Please excuse any 
errors in captioning. To learn more about Zoom’s closed captioning services, please visit https://
support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Closed-captioning-and-live-transcription. 

ONLINE ETIQUETTE
As a courtesy to presenters, performers, and other attendees, please remain muted when not actively 
participating and be cognizant of when your camera is on. We recommend full presence when 
engaging with sessions, however, if you have the need to multi-task, please keep your camera off to 
avoid distracting others.While live posting on social media from sessions is generally encouraged for 
those who cannot be in attendance, please be respectful of the varying level of comfort of presenters, 
performers and other participants.

PHOTO & RECORDING RELEASE
Photographs and recordings may be taken at NSN’s 2022 CONNECTED: Part I for use in promotional 
materials. By registering for one or more of the CONNECTED: Part I events, you agree to allow NSN 
to use your likeness.

NSN IS ECO-FRIENDLY!
NSN recognizes the importance of protecting the environment and we are 
committed to being an eco-friendly and sustainable organization. Should you 
prefer to print this program, please consider limiting your page count to only 
those you need and printing double-sided in greyscale. Please keep Mother 
Earth in mind and recycle any materials collected and printed.

NSN AUCTION
The money raised by this auction will help NSN be financially secure and able to achieve its vision 
of a world in which all people value the power of storytelling and its ability to connect, inspire, and 
instill respect within our hearts and communities.

The auction will officially open Monday, August 15th at 11:00 AM Central time. You can view and 
bid on the available items at https://www.32auctions.com/nsn-s22. The auction will end at 11:00 PM 
Central time on Friday, August 19th.

General Information

https://www.32auctions.com/nsn-s22
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100 + items available - something for everyone! 
https://www.32auctions.com/nsn-s22

https://storynet.org/summer-auction
https://www.32auctions.com/nsn-s22


Page 19 #NSNStoryCon

http://www.etsu.edu/stories
http://www.riverandprairiestoryweavers.org


 Page 20  #NSNStoryCon

Schedule

https://storynet.org/conference
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 Learn more at www.parkhurstbrothers.com

A creative writing toolkit  
from pros

A seminal guide to remixing, 
fracturing, and twisting stories

An alternative to the hero’s 
journey for healing and 

affirming

Musings of a wildlife biologist A family storytelling handbook 

A handbook for tellers of scary 
stories in a variety of settings

http://www.parkhurstbrothers.com/
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National Storytelling Network
https://storynet.org/membership/

Access to Greenwood’s World Folklore & 
Folklife Database

National Storytelling Conference
Find A Storyteller Spotlight Directory

Storytelling Resources
Special Interest Groups

And more!

NSN Membership Benefits

NSN IS STRIVING TO PROVIDE A

COMMUNITY 
FOR STORYTELLERS...

YOU CAN HELP!

https://storynet.org/membership/
https://storynet.org/membership/
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2022 NSN ORACLE Awards
Welcome to the National Storytelling Network ORACLE Awards 
Ceremony. Each year since 1995 our community has gathered to honor 
those who have spread the joy, innovation, and timeless importance 
of storytelling within North American and beyond. We celebrate those 
moving storytelling into the future while assuring its continued relevance 
in the unbroken line from storytellers from the ancient world. We celebrate 
them all with gratitude and jubilation, we praise them as light bearers, 
exemplars, visionaries and inspired artists.

The ORACLE Awards are national, even international in scope The Story Bridges Award recognizes 
those who cross oceans to seek commonality among disparate cultures. The Talking Leaves Award 
honors authors, editors, collaborators and translators who contribute to the breadth and depth 
of story collections, commentary, interpretation and archives. Circle of Excellence recipients are 
chosen for their artistry and invention, acknowledged by their peers as masters. The additional 
awards for Lifetime Achievement, Distinguished National Service join all awardees reaching and 
telling wherever they land All awardees teach and tell wherever they land, leaving countless new 
storytellers and stories wherever they land. Our awards reveal our hopes and dreams. 

In this unsettling time of disputes, perils and division, storytellers work to settle, to encompass, to 
embrace the essence of story. 

Regional Awards given within the 7 NSN regions of the United States and the unincorporated 
territories mirror our founding as a membership organization: A national nonprofit that sees the 
value and influence of those who work within states and U.S. territories. A multitude of storytellers 
at work within communities and professions that fill the urgent need for stories, storytellers, story 
listeners and welcoming schools, businesses, governments where storytellers go each day, each week, 
each month each year. To schools and libraries where the tiniest listeners gather close to hear ancient 
narratives, and fresh new tales, to churches with gifted preachers, to parks, to commons to ply their 
magic and honorable trade. There are dancing storytellers, singing storytellers, storytellers with 
scissors and string, storytellers who use the desert sands to speak and draw stories. Stories in the 
languages of the First Nations, the sharp rhythms of rap, or hymns through countless dialects, patois, 
poetry, sign language; these stories hop and jump across the divide of history, race, and opportunity 
to spin an endless narrative. It never stops; it never ceases. It can’t. 

This is who we are. This is what we celebrate; this is what we honor. Both ORACLE Awardees and 
Regional Recipients, are, our gifted practitioners, our Seers. Let us Praise them now. Thank them 
now. Let their accomplishments inspire us to claim our essential place. We are storytellers. This 
world needs our honored recipients every day. It needs us too. Now.

MaryGay Ducey
ORACLE Award Committee
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NSN ORACLE Awards 
The National Storytelling Network (NSN) values our members and their art by 
annually recognizing individuals and organizations for their outstanding contributions 
to storytelling by presenting them with an ORACLE Award.

Now is the time to start thinking about honoring a deserving storyteller or storytelling 
supporter through the NSN ORACLE Awards in 2023.  The NSN ORACLE Award 
Categories are Lifetime Achievement, Circle of Excellence, Regional Excellence, 
Distinguished National Service, Talking Leaves, International StoryBridge, and 
Regional Service and Leadership.

The NSN ORACLE committee only gives awards that come through YOUR 
nominations. It’s up to each of you to recognize those deserving folks who may 
otherwise be overlooked. All nominations require a nomination form, narrative 
addressing qualifications, and three (3) letters of support.

Nomination for the Regional Excellence Award is the only award that requires a video 
sample. This category recognizes the creativity, professional integrity, and artistic 
contributions of tellers who have greatly enriched the Storytelling culture of their 
region. Note: A video is required with this nomination since the evaluation committee 
may be unfamiliar with the nominee’s Storytelling work.

Please be careful to address the criteria of each separate award in your nomination, 
particularly keeping in mind the differences between Regional Excellence (evaluating 
a candidate’s performance skills) and Regional Service & Leadership (evaluating a 
candidate’s service & leadership actions).

Please visit https://storynet.org/awards/oracle-awards/ for ORACLE Award 
nomination and submission instructions. 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
The Lifetime Achievement Award is presented to individuals in the storytelling community who 
have dedicated their lives to the art form of storytelling and who have demonstrated meritorious 
service to the National Storytelling Network, as well as to the community of storytellers at large. 
The individuals who are awarded are those who have expanded public awareness of the art of 
storytelling by virtue of their preservation of traditional art forms or the significant originality of their 
body of work.

No 2022 recipients

CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE AWARD 
The Circle of Excellence Award recognizes master storytellers who set the standards for excellence 
and have demonstrated, over a significant period of time, a commitment and dedication to the art of 
storytelling. 

No 2022 recipients

https://storynet.org/awards/oracle-awards/
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NSN ORACLE Awards 
DISTINGUISHED NATIONAL SERVICE AWARD 
The Distinguished National Service Award is presented to those individuals, members or groups 
who contribute their time and energy in an exemplary manner on the national level to forward the 
work of the National Storytelling Network.

No 2022 recipients

TALKING LEAVES AWARD 
The Talking Leaves Award is presented to those members of our community who have made 
outstanding contributions to the literary body of storytelling as authors, editors or collectors.

Laura Simms

Laura is an internationally acclaimed storyteller, writer, activist and 
teacher. She combines traditional stories with personal narrative. Her 
coaching is legendary.  She is artistic Director of the  Hans Christian 
Andersen Storytelling Center ,NY.,  served as a Senior Research Fellow 
at Rutgers University Peace Center under the auspices of UNESCO, 
won the Sesame Street SUNNY DAYS AWARD for work with children 
worldwide, and received the Hasbro September 11 Grant.  Laura  has 
appeared at festivals, theaters, schools, and universities worldwide.  She 
has written six books, directed festivals, and  saved a zoo in Romania.  
She is a senior mindfulness instructor and is trained in Council, and 

with The Constellation.   Her most recent book is OUR SECRET TERRITORY: The Essence of Storytelling.  
She is working on a new book: WILD ROSE: Summoning The Restoration of the World. 
 www.laurasimms.com

INTERNATIONAL STORYBRIDGE AWARD
The International StoryBridge Award recognizes the exemplary work, dedication, and spirit of 
those individuals or groups that promote the art of storytelling in their own country or promote the 
building of bridges between their country and other countries through the use of storytelling and/or 
storytelling events.

No 2022 recipients

REGIONAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Regional Excellence Awards recognize the creativity, professional integrity, and artistic contributions 
of tellers who have greatly enriched the storytelling culture of their region.

Cooper Braun - Western Region

Cooper was raised by granola eating coyotes in Boulder Colorado and grew up without a television. Lacking the 
traditional American form of child pacification, he found a love of storytelling from records and cassette tapes. 
In 2013, he took to the storytelling stage for the first time. Cooper was featured at the Exchange Place at 

http://www.laurasimms.com


 Page 26  #NSNStoryCon

NSN ORACLE Awards 
the National Storytelling Festival in 2017. He was awarded the 2018 JJ Reneaux 
Emerging Artist Award by the National Storytelling Network.

Cooper’s stories remind us that fairy tales were never just for children. That 
traditional stories can be funny, dark, poignant, and anything but dry.

Since the beginning of the pandemic Stories with Spirit, his company with Rachel 
Ann Harding, has become one of the leading producers of virtual storytelling 
shows. Their series Fairy Tale Variations has proved wildly successful, regularly 
attracting audiences of over 200 from around the world.

Rachel Ann Harding - Western Region

Rachel is a traditional storyteller who is passionate about sharing beautiful 
folk, myth, and traditional tales. In 2018 she was a featured storyteller for the 
Exchange Place at the National Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, TN. 
She is the creator and producer of the Story Story Podcast, which showcases 
traditional storytelling from around the world. Rachel Ann believes that 
fairytales are for all ages.

REGIONAL SERVICE & LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Regional Service and Leadership Awards are presented to individuals or organizations that have 
made a significant contribution to their local or regional storytelling community and/or have used 
storytelling to make a significant contribution to the larger community in which they live.

Marilyn McPhie - Pacific Region

Marilyn once had to choose between cleaning bathrooms and telling stories.  She’s been a professional teller 
since 1985, performing in the usual – and unusual – venues across the county and beyond, She has collaborated 
with a classical pianist, a bagpiper, and a full orchestra; with art exhibits from William Wegman photography to 

ancient Chinese art to modern book arts; with a dance troupe for peace strategies.  
She has led a troupe of student storytellers, has written a review column for a 
national newsletter, has been a judge for a national spoken-word competition and 
a TEDx speaker.  The past Pacific Region Director for the National Storytelling 
Network and President of the Storytellers of San Diego, she has presented at many 
regional and national conferences. She’s descended from Charlemagne, pioneers, 
and witches, and she has a fondness for old stories with new twists.
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http://www.healingstory.org
http://www.salonmir.com
http://storycrossroads.org
http://www.mo-tell.org
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https://storynet.org/events/tellabration/

