
The Georgia Storytelling Network invites NSN to
Atlanta for the 2025 National Storytelling Network
Conference! 

You will spend your days on the lovely campus of
Kennesaw State University, in the Theater and
Performance Studies Department, known for
unique and wonderful storytelling. 

Combine story with our welcoming Georgia
hospitality, listen, share, and learn. Inexpensive
dormitory housing on campus or reasonably
priced motels 10 minutes away (we provide a
shuttle). 

Watch for a call soon for workshop, fringe, and
showcase proposals. 
Mark your calendars for July 17-20, 2025. 

Keep Georgia on your mind!

KEEP GEORGIA ON YOUR MIND!

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R

National 
Storytelling 

Network

C L I C K  T H E  B L U E  H A L F  T O  
T U R N  T O  T H E  N E X T  P A G E

C L I C K  T H E  R E D  H A L F  O F  
T H E  P A G E  T O  T U R N  B A C K
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MISSED US IN SEATTLE? CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE THE VIRTUAL TICKET

NOT TOO LATE TO VIEW 2024 CONFERENCE!

PROGRAMMING

NSN sincerely thanks Jessica Piscitelli Robinson and Heather Forest for all their efforts facilitating the virtual
event.

You can still see the virtual recording of all events that took place in the Dumas Bay Theatre until September
15, 2024. $75 for ticket to virtual link.

https://storynet.org/civicrm/event/info/?reset=1&id=178
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THE ORACLE AWARDS & CONCERT 2024 ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

The ORACLE event, including a concert by the award winners, is free to view for the public. All members are
granted access to the recording of the 2024 Annual General Membership Meeting. Use the links below to
access on YouTube.

2024 ORACLE Award Winners at National Storytelling Conference
Dumas Bay, WA.
Left to right: Gwendolyn Napier accepts the ORACLE Regional Service and
Leadership Award for Kuumba Storytellers of Georgia; Claire Hennessey and
Regina Stoops accept the Regional Service and Leadership Award for Six Feet
Apart Productions; Dorothy Cleveland and Margaret Read MacDonald receive
National Service and Leadership Awards; Alton Chung receives Circle of
Excellence Award; Janice del Negro receives Lifetime Achievement Award; Anne
Shimojima receives Circle of Excellence Award; emceed by Angela Lloyd.   

WATCH THE ORACLE AWARDS & CONCERT AND
NSN’S 2024 ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING

M E M B E R  R E S O U R C E S

2024 National Storytelling
Network Annual General

Meeting | Dumas Bay, WA.
Chair of the Finance

Committee, Lisa
Overholser, delivering
NSN’s fiscal report for

2024.   

https://www.youtube.com/live/4MRuIYJdGjY
https://www.youtube.com/live/59u-XeQJv_Q
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Our attendance at the 2024 National Storytelling Network Conference reached 195. Tellers came from all
over the U.S., plus Northern Ireland, India, and South Korea for four days of story concerts, workshops, and
panels. Special events included tours of PowellsWood Garden, early morning yoga and nature walks, and a
Saturday evening contra dance. It was a delight for all to experience our theme “Together Again.” Next year
we are off to GEORGIA! Conference photos from Jessica Piscitelli Robinson and other NSN members.

SEATTLE 2024 CONFERENCE A SUCCESS!

F E A T U R E

Asian American Storytellers in Action: 
A Tapestry of Braided Stories
Left to right: Megumi Fleming; Anne Shimojima;
Karin Amano; Roopa Mohan; Tobey Anderson; Linda
Yemoto
     
You can still view this on the virtual ticket link!   

Joel Ying and Rona Leventhal
cut a rug at Saturday night’s
dance.

Closing Circle at the Seattle 2024 National Storytelling Conference 
Let the circle be unbroken.        

G L I M P S E S  O F  D U M A S  B A Y
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Sunset behind the conference center

International Tellers’ Concert
Shreya Biswas of India tells.

Robert Kikuchi-Yngojo and our
Korean guest, Alicia Dongjoo Bang
on the Dumas Bay grounds enjoy an
unusually sunny and warm Seattle
day.
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STORIES BY THE BAY: MY ENRICHING
EXPERIENCE AT THE 2024 NATIONAL
STORYTELLING CONFERENCE 

You will find a link to each board meeting on the NSN website.  Open your Member Area using your password. Then
click on NSN Board Meeting.  You will find links to join the next meeting, a link with the minutes of the last board
meeting, a link to our by-laws, and a link to the last annual meeting minutes. You are welcome to virtually attend
any board meeting, enter comments in the chat, and ask to be recognized, should you have something pertinent to
interject.

N O T I C E
N S N  B O A R D  M E E T I N G S  A R E  A L W A Y S  O P E N  T O  M E M B E R S !

F E A T U R E

The National Storytelling Network Conference at the Dumas Bay Centre in Federal Way, WA, was a
transformative experience, blending the serene beauty of the Pacific Northwest with the vibrant, dynamic
energy of the storytelling community. 

The conference itself was a whirlwind of activity, filled with workshops and performances. These workshops
covered a wide range of topics, from the intricacies of crafting compelling narratives to the art of engaging
audiences of all ages. One of the most memorable aspects of the conference was the performances. These
performances were a testament to the power of storytelling, with each teller bringing a unique voice and
style to the stage. The diversity of stories was astounding, ranging from historical narratives to traditional
folk tales, each one captivating the audience and highlighting the rich tapestry of human experience. Leaving
the Dumas Bay Centre, I felt a renewed sense of purpose and inspiration. The National Storytelling Network
Conference had not only provided a wealth of knowledge and skills but had also rekindled my passion for
storytelling. The conference was a testament to the power of storytelling to bring people together, bridge
cultural divides, and illuminate the human experience. The experience was a beacon of inspiration and a
reminder of the transformative power of stories. 

See you at the National Storytelling Network Conference in 2025. I got Georgia on my mind!

Dr. Lisa Williams
NSN Board Member & Director of Storytelling in Organizations (SIO) SIG
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From 2000-2007, storytelling was something that
encompassed my life. Working with South Mountain
Community College Storytelling Institute and
wonderful mentors there, I was able to create a
business which began to thrive. I built a repertoire
and began to learn stories that became part of my
life, not just part of a lineup for a gig. My mentors,
including Liz Warren, Don Doyle, and Sean Buvala,
offered many opportunities to craft and perform
stories. Their mentorship and honesty allowed me to
grow and learn and then teach others about the
incredible life changing possibilities of crafting a
story. Then in October 2007, I walked away from
everything–my career,  my home, and all that
Arizona represented to me to spend time with my
parents in their last years. 

Running theater organizations took all of my time
and energy with storytelling becoming a hobby. I
could not find a storytelling community within an
hour of my home. Despite my efforts to create one,
storytelling wasn’t something others understood
until they had the opportunity to attend an event.
Due to my full-time employment as a teacher and
theater director, there were fewer opportunities for
me to tell. Summer allowed me to work with fine
arts camps and library programs, but my special
effects makeup classes were more popular.

THE 2024 KATHRYN TUCKER WINDHAM
CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEES

REFLECTIONS

Five 2024 Kathryn Tucker Windham Conference Scholars were awarded funding to attend the national
conference and one year of NSN membership. Read two of our scholars’ reflections on storytelling and the
value the conference represented in their storytelling journeys.

C A R O L  K N A R R  G E B E R T M E L I N D A  G R I S C O

What I did last summer

Since this article is required from all scholarship
recipients, and it being for the National Storytelling
Network, I could not resist using that title.

To have had the honor of winning the scholarship
was the first advantage. From there the collection of
payoffs grew. First, to be able to travel to one of the
most scenic and relaxing settings there could ever
be for a conference. I was able to immediately feel
welcomed, serene, and energized. All these factors
combined made me feel immediate benefits. Other
benefits included being able to sit with so many
different personalities during meals, which were
included in my scholarship, and very much
appreciated. Many stories are relayed during
mealtimes, not just story book stories, but personal
accounts of families, lifestyles, food preferences,
and even recipes. The enrichment of the combined
gatherings was of a huge benefit to me. It was as if
we were a tribe or kinfolks from other places that
had been allowed to gather for a similar quest.

Learning experiences abounded, as there were too
many to avail myself. The workshop and fringe
choices were so wide and varied it was extremely
hard to choose. Learning my way around the
building and grounds was the first step. I also
learned how conferences like this can enhance the »
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Storytelling simply wasn’t something that made
much money and therefore its value lessened. I left
education in 2021 with little vision as to what
retirement would hold. My husband and I moved to
a small town to manage his disability and be nearer
to his family. Eventually, retirement lacked purpose
and enjoyment.

Small jobs led me to Timbercrest Senior Living
where storytelling was needed. I began teaching
workshops and telling to residents (independent,
healthcare, and the memory unit) regularly. Stories
made a difference. Renewing my membership to
NSN seemed a natural progression, but attending a
national conference was out of reach financially. The
Kathryn Tucker Windham Scholarship allowed me to
reconnect to storytellers I had learned from and
enjoyed 20+ years earlier. The scholarship allowed
me to dream again. Just the thought of being near
regional, national, and international tellers brought
a new energy to my preparation for stories at
Timbercrest. Joining Storytelling in Organizations
(SIO) was exciting as I had a voice as to what
storytelling could do for senior living facilities.
Residents of Timbercrest were excited to present a
(Zoom) workshop for SIO in the fall. Both of the
participants who were planning with me have
passed. The preparation did create dialogue that
continues to gnaw at me. Residents were learning in
workshops how to craft and tell stories. They
wanted to share their stories and encourage others
to do so.

» most refined and professional tellers, as well as
the extreme novice. I learned innovative approaches
to just the smallest of details can make a substantial
difference in the outcome of any story. I learned by
watching what a massive impact body language has
on a story. The most outstanding question left in my
mind was, why haven’t I ever been to this awe-
inspiring conference before?  Which leads me back
to the reason I got to be here: the scholarship. So,
the next question is, how can it be made possible for
more people without the budget to attend?

Several “best of best” came to mind. I am going to
say it was a heartfelt welcome feeling from all the
people who also attended. It was like being with
friends I had not met yet but felt I had known for a
long time. As far as “best of best” for programs I
would have to go with the National Teller Showcase,
A genuine treat for anyone, not just storytellers but
anyone with ears. The time flew by for these
performances, and I was downcast when the show
was over.

I strive to learn something every day. One of my
main goals is to learn to be a better listener, teller,
writer, and presenter. This will help me in my
current job as a substitute teacher. I feel that
walking into a new classroom setting every day is
challenging , so being able to present even the
drabbest dull and boring subject in a way that
makes it interesting to the listener/learner will be
most helpful. I will share this tremendous
experience with all my future audiences, including
classrooms, libraries, assisted living centers,
daycare centers, and my family, who of course,
never tire of my constant storytelling and practicing
with them.

SUPPORT MORE WINDHAM SCHOLARS FOR GEORGIA 2025! CLICK HERE TO DONATE

























THE NSN PRO SIG’S STORYTELLING EVENT
PRODUCTION GUIDE AVAILABLE NOW!

M E M B E R  R E S O U R C E S

This book is written for anyone hoping to create or
improve a storytelling event. Offered by the
Producers and Organizers Group (PRO) of the
National Storytelling Network (NSN), whether your
gathering is in-person or virtual, whether it is a
one-night offering or a multi-year series, the
information contained in these pages is
indispensable. Packed with practical information
and step-by-step instructions, this content has
been contributed by more than a dozen successful
storytelling event producers. They are sharing
their secrets of success with you, because they are
part of the National Storytelling Network which
believes the world is a better place when more
stories are shared.

The chapters of the book are a detailed guide to
aid you in turning your event dream into a reality.
They will help you explore the big questions of
your vision, like why you want to host a storytelling
event? What you hope it will look like? Who you
hope will come? And what kinds of stories you
want shared? The book will also assist you in the
many practical aspects of producing a storytelling
event, such as inclusivity, marketing, contracts,
budgeting, grant writing, tech, and volunteers.

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE

You don't have to create your storytelling event by yourself. Open the pages of this book, and let the authors help
you to learn from their successes and failures. The story of your event is about to unfold. Turn the pages, study the
content, and actualize your dream.

This publication guide is a collective effort by members of PRO. Contributors include Robin Bady, Janet Bickel-
Burton, Tim Ereneta, Jeff Gere, Rachel Hedman, Claire Hennessy, Marilyn McPhie, Barry McWilliams, Ellen Munds,
Lisa Overholser, JJ Sheffer, Chester Weems, and Liz Weir.
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https://www.amazon.com/Storytelling-Event-Production-Guide-Overholser/dp/B0D5YMCSVZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2MS6SMA1J7AYO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.H0zlmpJsZY3x6rVhV45SfI9v51VKAx16oZJUJufv2UbKy_yL4VRpIpzwoBcgr_SvDWFpywn_T0qPYxEKECCgVb8lbg9ftCGgIwOWjsATKPnZgEXNkYeUGs1MgChixgLsFGIu16IawZQ4bBRYHBPGclHr5xUJhDicTIEc5Ni489MebD-t-Rc33Y0YqFOMC8LXurdYKgfaxR2A9WXF-pwsdp-Wnbjxu9EZxOXMS95ZaPA.CUCSiwgXrT_2ASi8nSmZE43GuqAr_AIqlc_inWN0Rj8&dib_tag=se&keywords=Storytelling+production+guide&qid=1721755593&sprefix=storytelling+production+guide%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwY2xjawEX4ERleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHd2fYAPd_X_b_6118xmA6AKmnm0xSacNjO1fJIj6rFs9zQh2Ya0oeTChqw_aem_OxwyAFFHoGE3MXK8RBiFrw
https://www.amazon.com/Storytelling-Event-Production-Guide-Overholser/dp/B0D5YMCSVZ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2MS6SMA1J7AYO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.H0zlmpJsZY3x6rVhV45SfI9v51VKAx16oZJUJufv2UbKy_yL4VRpIpzwoBcgr_SvDWFpywn_T0qPYxEKECCgVb8lbg9ftCGgIwOWjsATKPnZgEXNkYeUGs1MgChixgLsFGIu16IawZQ4bBRYHBPGclHr5xUJhDicTIEc5Ni489MebD-t-Rc33Y0YqFOMC8LXurdYKgfaxR2A9WXF-pwsdp-Wnbjxu9EZxOXMS95ZaPA.CUCSiwgXrT_2ASi8nSmZE43GuqAr_AIqlc_inWN0Rj8&dib_tag=se&keywords=Storytelling+production+guide&qid=1721755593&sprefix=storytelling+production+guide%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwY2xjawEX4ERleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHd2fYAPd_X_b_6118xmA6AKmnm0xSacNjO1fJIj6rFs9zQh2Ya0oeTChqw_aem_OxwyAFFHoGE3MXK8RBiFrw


IT’S TIME TO DONATE ITEMS TO 
NSN’S FALL 2024 ONLINE AUCTION

FUNDRAISER

The money raised by this auction will be used to
fund NSN Member Grants.

Perhaps you have some items that need a new
home. During last summer's auction, there were 54
donors, 99 items were donated, and 57 bidders
paid a total of $5,896! We are hoping, with your
help, to do better this summer.
Here are types of items which have sold well in the
past:

Art: quilts, wall hangings, paintings
Clothing
Food
Gift certificates
Jewelry
Storytelling accessories: puppets, musical
instruments and other story enhancers
Storytelling books, CDs, DVDs
Storytelling conference and storytelling festival
registrations
Storytelling services (marketing, recording,
coaching, photography, house concerts, etc.)

Minimum value for each donated item: $35
Items must be new or nearly new in excellent condition.

PLEASE NOTE: at last year’s auction, over two-thirds of the items sold for $35 – $60. So if you have four
CDs you want to donate, please submit two auction items, each containing two CDs.

If you have an item or service to donate, please do so no later than Sept. 15th. 

Instructions below:
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A) Fill out one Google form per auction item: https://bit.ly/nsn24-auction-donation
Please note: Unfortunately, you only get one chance to edit the information you enter – that’s immediately
after you submit this form. So please gather all the pieces of information and then fill in this form with:

Description of donated item – with enough details to tempt people to bid
Approximate retail value ($35.00 minimum for each item)
Starting price 
Shipping Cost – please enter 0 if you are donating the cost of shipping
Travel details (if any)
Donor’s name
Donor’s email address
Name of donor’s organization (if any)
Website address of donor’s organization (if any)
Donor’s preferred telephone number

B) Email kate@katedudding.com 
one to four photos of the auction item. (If it’s a service you will provide, perhaps your photo would be
appropriate.)
The logo of your business (if you have one)

C) Donors will be emailed when their item has been added to the auction website:
https://www.32auctions.com/nsn24

IMPORTANT: Do not mail any items to NSN. At the end of the auction, there will be direct mailing from the
donor to the auction winner.

Imagine sitting in your favorite spot and bidding on beautiful hand-crafted items and inspiring storytelling
experiences, donated from your storytelling friends across the nation and beyond to help support NSN
Member Grants. On September 30 - October 11, you’ll be able to get a jump on your holiday shopping
wherever you are as long as you can access the NSN website. Watch for specifics about the auction itself to
be posted here: https://storynet.org/online-auction/  

To generate donations and when the auction runs this fall, please spread the word on Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, Pinterest, and other social networks. Let your non-storytelling friends, family, and co-workers in
on the auction, especially if you spot an item they might be interested in. We look forward to a fun and
profitable online event. But first, we need your donations to make it happen! 
Donation Deadline: Sep 15th

GRATEFULLY THANKING YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT,
Kate Dudding and Marilyn McPhie, Auction Co-Chairs
Kate@KateDudding.com   mmcphie@gmail.com 
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https://bit.ly/nsn24-auction-donation
https://www.32auctions.com/nsn24
https://storynet.org/summer-auction/
mailto:Kate@KateDudding.com
mailto:mmcphie@gmail.com


2024 NSN Conference Virtual Ticket 2024
Available July 17, 2024 8:30 am – September 15,
2024 12:00 am
Virtual

Hans Christian Andersen Stories and Folklore
Summer 2024
August 3, 2024 10:00 am – 11:00 am Eastern
Hans Christian Andersen Storytelling Center
Central Park near 72nd St
New York, NY

Bright Water Tellers
August 5, 2024 04:00 pm Central
Virtual

Unreal Stories
Better Said Than Done 
August 8, 2024 at 8:00pm ET / 5:00pm PT
Virtual

Storyteller “Brother Ben” Tucker
August 14, 2024 8:30 pm – 9:30 pm Pacific
Belle Haven Library, 
Belle Haven Community Campus
100 Terminal Ave.
Menlo Park, CA

“The Myriad Opportunities to Bring Story into
Organizations”
Storytelling In Organizations 
August 15, 2024 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm Central
Virtual

Voices in the Glen Monthly Story Swap
August 17, 2024 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm Central
Virtual

True Stories of Wonder
Better Said Than Done
September 12, 2024 6:00 pm – 7:35 pm
Hybrid/YouTube
The Old Town Hall, 3999 University Dr. Fairfax, VA

When Storytellers Write about Healing: An
Interview with Jim Brulé hosted by Laura Simms
Healing Story Alliance
August 21, 2024. 7:00pm-8:30 pm EDT
Virtual
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A U G U S T  E V E N T S  ( C L I C K  T I T L E S  F O R  M O R E  I N F O )

https://storynet.org/civicrm/event/register/?reset=1&id=178
https://storynet.org/civicrm/event/register/?reset=1&id=178
http://hcastorycenter.org/
http://hcastorycenter.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvduyprzguEtIjr5FGDlBTMtMnHHKX6-iV#/registration
http://bettersaidthandone.com/unreal-stories-2
https://storynet.org/events/venues/belle-haven-library-belle-haven-community-campus/
https://storynet.org/events/venues/belle-haven-library-belle-haven-community-campus/
https://storynet.org/events/venues/belle-haven-library-belle-haven-community-campus/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMoceGqpzMsGdI-zDx2ObSz-_7jrvziyg6B#/registration
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMoceGqpzMsGdI-zDx2ObSz-_7jrvziyg6B#/registration
https://voicesintheglen.org/event/vitg-monthly-story-swap-online-44/
https://bettersaidthandone.com/storytelling-shows/
https://www.simpletix.com/e/when-storytellers-write-about-healing-an-i-tickets-176367
https://www.simpletix.com/e/when-storytellers-write-about-healing-an-i-tickets-176375
https://www.simpletix.com/e/when-storytellers-write-about-healing-an-i-tickets-176375
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N E W S L E T T E R  C O M M I T T E E

Send an email with your contribution to
newsletter@storynet.org to go out to  the NSN
community. Membership not required. 

Stories for the next issue are due on the 25th of the
month. 

If you have written an article, please send a headshot
photo of yourself.

Content subject to editing, inclusion in final issue not guaranteed

C O N T R I B U T E  T O  T H E  N E W S L E T T E R :
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