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Excitement is building as the outpouring of over 100 proposals — more than a
healthy increase from last year — submitted to the Georgia 2025 National
Storytelling Conference are being reviewed! Floored by the enthusiasm, our
evaluators will have a very tough time putting together the program. Selections
will be announced in January, prior to registration opening. Details on conference
scholarships and volunteer opportunities are to come soon.

Weren’t able to get a proposal in? Or interested in experimenting with a
promising future program? We would also like to remind you that the Georgia
2025 National Storytelling Fringe is still accepting entries. Due December 13,
2024 at midnight PST, fringe entries can be emailed to fringe@storynet.org.
Please make sure to read all guidelines carefully before making an entry.

We are excited to see you in the charming Southern college town of Kennesaw
next year, and sincerely thank all who have submitted proposals and fringe
entries. Keep Georgia on your mind!

Leslie Shelley & Rishi Nixon
Conference Co-Chairs
National Storytelling Network

https://storynet.org/about-nsn/board-meeting-information/
mailto:fringe@storynet.org
https://storynet.org/events/cfp-fringe/
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INTO THE DARK AND BACK
P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R

For me, the change from Daylight Savings Time to standard time brought daylight to a screeching halt,
foreshadowing the coming of winter. The Winter Solstice, December 21, will truly mark the shortest day of
the year. Cold, dark nights bring a time of contemplation and reflection as we transition into a new year. At
the same time, the holidays bustle with activities; traffic, travel, shopping, and parties. As we wind down the
year at NSN, we haven’t stopped working to strengthen our organization. Our Special Interest Groups have
held their last workshops and meetings for the year, while looking and planning ahead for 2025. The
national conference committee is reviewing presentation proposals for the July Atlanta conference and
fringe applications are being accepted through December 13. The Fringe drawing occurs live on December
15 to select the winners. You can attend via Zoom and be the first to know! Click here to apply.

Thanks to generous donations earned through the fall online auction, we have the funds to reinstate the
member grants in 2025! We will be announcing the opening of applications after the first of the year. In
addition, NSN has donated to the Storyteller Relief Fund (SRF) managed by Artists Standing Strong
Together (ASST, “assist”) to aid storytellers impacted by Hurricanes Helene and Milton, as well as other
emergencies that come their way. If you need assistance, click here to apply now. The grants have been
increased to $500. We have a limited number of available grants, which is why we will continue to collect
donations to that fund throughout the coming year. If you are able to donate, please click on the Donate
button on the storynet.org homepage and direct your donations to storyteller disaster relief.
During this time of giving, consider giving your money and time to the National Storytelling Network. Your
volunteer board is hard at work to provide services and community to storytellers around the country and
the world. Please renew your membership and consider giving a little extra any time you can. If you can’t
spare the funds, you can volunteer to help on one of our committees by contacting board member Melissa
Fees at info@storynet.org. (Put her name in the subject line.)

Thanks to NSN Treasurer Bob Johnson, I now know that if you are 70 ½ or older you can contribute to NSN
and get credit for it on your tax return even if you cannot itemize. If you contribute directly from an IRA this
will also count as your required minimum distribution (RMD). These are called Qualified Charitable
Distributions (QCD). You can satisfy some or all of your RMD and at the same time avoid paying tax on the
distribution (which you would if you simply withdrew and sent us a check). Each state has different laws that
can affect your contribution so be sure to check with a tax professional. You can read IRS publication 590-B,
page 13 for more details. Here is an article from Fidelity.

Delanna Reed
President & Chair of the Board of Directors
National Storytelling Network

https://storynet.org/events/cfp-fringe/
https://www.asst.art/storyteller-relief-fund
mailto:info@storynet.org
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p590b.pdf
https://www.fidelity.com/building-savings/learn-about-iras/required-minimum-distributions/qcds
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As we look at what is happening in our country and the world, we can grow discouraged by the darkness
that surrounds us. But take heart – as storytellers we know the power of story to make the truth palatable
and to bring hope instead of despair. As we enter the darkness of winter, let us remember that spring is sure
to follow. May your holidays be filled with good food, good drink, good company, and joy.

TELLABRATION 2024 AND BEYOND
UPDATE

Many Tellabrations were held this year: Concord, New Hampshire, presented by the Central New Hampshire
Storytelling Guild; Ridgefield, CT Historical Society; June Bug Center in Floyd, VA presented by Let Me Tell
Ya! And Blue Ridge Story Space; Resonance and National Youth Storytelling virtual event (Utah); Mo-Tell in
St. Louis; McKinney Center in Jonesborough, TN; and 25 sites throughout Connecticut!

NSN would love to be able to promote all Tellabration events on our website. If you plan to host a
Tellabration next year, do let us know at info@storynet.org.

Click here to read more history and info about Tellabration.

NSN STEWARDING THE RAY
HICKS LEGACY FUND

ANNOUNCEMENT

The newly established committee for the Ray Hicks Legacy
Fund is meeting regularly and there are great ideas percolating
for 2025! 

Members of the committee include: Adam Booth, Connie R.
Blake, Elizabeth Ellis, Mary Hamilton, and Angela Lloyd (NSN
Board member).

mailto:info@storynet.org
https://storynet.org/events/tellabration/
https://www.rayhicks.com/
https://www.rayhicks.com/
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C L I C K  T O  R E G I S T E R

C L I C K  T O  R E G I S T E R

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqdu6prDwiGdxOPWV63fkNzb1fN-xnHXa9
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcpd--uqjgvHNYT9uXmOhL7TsFRYKnnoMBU
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C L I C K  T O  R E G I S T E R

C L I C K  T O  R E G I S T E R

https://www.simpletix.com/e/the-inside-story-storytelling-and-the-crea-tickets-194008
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pathway-through-the-dark-annual-fundraiser-2024-tickets-1053672465709
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C L I C K  T O  R E G I S T E R C L I C K  T O  R E G I S T E R
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArfuusrTksHNBeQwnasBoHIHxGBYzzak3s
mailto:jdelnegro@dom.edu
https://caveat.nyc/events/risk-live-show-and-story-slam-in-new-york-12-9-2024
https://healingstoryalliance.org/


DECEMBER 2024 EVENTS
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Kind Stories in Concert
Healing Story Alliance (HSA)
December 1, 2024 | 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm EST

Traditions and Truth: An Open Mic Featuring Angela Lloyd
Storytelling.org and Dominican University
December 7, 2024 | 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm CST

When Storytellers Write about Healing with Noa Baum
Healing Story Alliance (HSA)
December 8, 2024 | 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm CST
 
Pathway Through the Dark
Storytelling.org
December 8, 2024 | 7:00-8:30pm CST

RISK! Live Show and Slam in New York
December 9, 2024 | 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm EST

Tell Me a Story 
Missouri Storytelling (MO-TELL)
December 10, 2024 | 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm CST 

Oars in the Water: Looking to Your North Star
Healing Story Alliance (HSA)
December 11, 2024 | 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm EST

Grapevine Storytelling with Harold Feld and Jude Treder-Wolf
December 11, 2024 | 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm EST

Voices In the Glen Story Swap
December 14, 2024 | 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm CST

‘Twas the Night Before Solstice
Seattle Storytellers Guild
December 20, 2024 | 7:00 pm PST
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https://www.simpletix.com/e/kind-stories-in-concert-december-1-2024-tickets-192139
mailto:jdelnegro@dom.edu
https://www.simpletix.com/e/when-storytellers-write-about-healing-an-i-tickets-182304
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pathway-through-the-dark-annual-fundraiser-2024-tickets-1053672465709
https://caveat.nyc/events/risk-live-show-and-story-slam-in-new-york-12-9-2024
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArfuusrTksHNBeQwnasBoHIHxGBYzzak3s
https://healingstoryalliance.org/
https://fsgw.org/event-5926769
https://voicesintheglen.org/event/vitg-monthly-story-swap-online-46/
https://bit.ly/SSGDecStoryFest24


N A T I O N A L  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  N E T W O R K
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4  N E W S L E T T E R

C L I C K  T O  R E A D

https://storybeast.org/archive/
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N E W S L E T T E R  C O M M I T T E E

Send us your events, articles, opportunities,
storytelling or storyteller news, and more in an email
to newsletter@storynet.org to go out to the national
storytelling community!

1. Contributions due on the 25th of the month.

2. Membership in the National Storytelling Network
not required.

3. Content subject to editing and inclusion in final
issue not guaranteed.

4. If you are the author of your contribution, please
also attach a headshot photo of yourself to go next to
your byline.
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