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NSN Board Meeting Minutes 
April 16, 2025 

5 PM CDT 

Call to Order: Chair – Delanna Reed, Meeting opened at 5pm CDT. 
Determination of Quorum: (According to the By-Laws) 

8.5 Quorum. At all meetings of the Board of Directors, a majority of the number of Directors 
then in oƯice shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. (14 board 
members are currently active. Therefore, we need at least 8 board members present to 
conduct any business.) 
 Present: Karin Amano,  Melissa Fees, Trudy Hanson, Caleb Hubbard, Barry McWilliams, 
Rishi Nixon,  Claire Nolan, Lisa Overholser, Delanna Reed, Leslie Shelly, Lisa Williams, 
Linda Yemoto. 
StaƯ: Dot Cleveland, Bob Johnson.  

Review and Approval of March 19, 2025, Minutes. 
Motion: That the minutes of the March 19, 2025 meeting be approved.  Moved by Delanna 
Reed.  Seven for, 1 abstained.  Passed. 

OƯicer and Committee Reports: 
 Chair Report: Delanna Reed: Changing online auction dates.

Online Auction dates for 2026 will be: Jan 25- Feb 7 Recruit for Auction.  Feb 23-March 8
Auction. (To accommodate Kate Dudding & Marilyn McPhie’s schedules & to avoid dates
close to the conference.)
Motion:  That the board accept the proposed dates for the online auction.   Moved by
Rishi Nixon.  Passed unanimously.

Member Grants.  Collaborative grants are dropped for now. Partners can apply, but no more
than two may request on one grant. Trudy and Delanna are working on details. The grants
will be announced at the annual conference.

 Past Chair Report: Trudy Hanson: Reviewed changes in the Oracle Awards manual that
don’t align with the Bylaws.  Margaret will take Trudy’s notes to the Oracle Award

Committee.

 Secretary Report: Margaret Read MacDonald:
Motion:  That the by-laws be changed to reflect up to two members from each SIO as
board members.  Moved by Trudy Hanson.  Passed unanimously.

 Treasurer Report: Bob Johnson.  See website.  Note that Lisa Williams is awaiting
clarification on negative $390 on SIO account.

 2025 NSN Conference Report: Leslie Shelley and Rishi Nixon, co-chairs. Enough ads to
almost pay for the program already.  67 registered for conference so far.  51 have booked
rooms at KSU.  Social Media campaigns to promote conference will  start soon.  Virtual
program being planned.  Volunteers are still needed.  Caleb will help SIGS coordinate
presence at conference.
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Updates from SIGS 

 PRO-Report from Lisa Overholser/Barry McWilliams.  Jessica Robinson and Carol Moore
oƯered a program on the media part of social media.  16 registered.  Recording to be sent to
participants.
Workshop in Sept. with Denise Paige on checking your biases.
December workshop planned on disaster relief.  How do producers deal with disaster, and
use stories to heal.
Peer consulting sessions are to be oƯered.  Will be announced at conference

 ECO-Report from Claire Nolan/Linda Yemoto:  Monthly swaps continue.  In April Bowen Lee
presented.  15 attended. Recording sent to members.

 SIO-Report from Lisa Williams.  In January Artem Mushin-Makedonsky presented.  In
February Michael Brundy, President of the Texas Storytelling Association presented.  In
March Dr. Megna Baht presented.
SIO member James Wilden White was spotlighted in the NSN April newsletter.
The May newsletter will spotlight four SIO members who were on conference proposal team.

 YES-Report from Karin Amano:  April 24 StoryLab on Crafting a digital voice online.   Lilly
Paine, Digital Marketer.

Mountain time needs to be listed when we list times on website and other materials.

 Dot reminds SIGS that NSN zoom account is available for their use.

New Business: 
 Plans for a 50th anniversary for NSN (NAPPS, NSA first).  Beginning in October, spend the

year celebrating the 50th anniversary  Culminating in 2026 conference.
Delanna will spearhead interviews with folks involved in founding NSN.
Leslie has contact with person doing oral history interviews with Georgia tellers who will be
at conference.

 Time to recruit a new Vice Chair Elect for the board.  Trudy will send out a call for
applications. Lisa Williams will join Nominating Committee.

Delanna discusses strengthening ties to ISC.
We will give free organizational membership to ISC.  And free registration for the Atlanta
Conference.  Delanna will write to ISC with this oƯer.

Free registration will be oƯered to Susan O’Conner, Lifetime Achievement Awardee.

Discussion topic for next year:  Should Oracle Award winners be oƯered free registration for
conferences?
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Adjournment:   Motion:  That the meeting be adjourned.  Moved by Rishi Nixon.  Passed 
unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 7 pm Central Time.   

NSN Board Meetings for 2025 ( 5 pm Central Time Zone) 

Wednesday, May 21 
Wednesday, June 18 
Wednesday, July 16 
Wednesday, August 20 
Wednesday, September 17 
Wednesday, October 15 
Wednesday, November 19 
Wednesday, December 17 
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