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NSN’S 50  YEAR—MEMBERSHIP,
PARTNERSHIP, AND CITIZENSHIP 

TH 
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  D E S K  

This October will mark 50 years since the crisp autumn day in 1975 in
Jonesborough, Tennessee on which storyteller Kathryn Tucker Windham slapped
down $5 and became the first—founding—member of the organization that
would come to be known as the National Storytelling Network. 

It is an honor to be elected to serve as president in the year of this great
milestone for our organization; at the same time, it is also a year in which we are
grappling with great threats to American arts and culture.   

We cannot let this federal administration’s recent actions against pillar
organizations of our diverse storytelling community—the National Association of
Black Storyte llers and the International Storytelling Center—dampen our resolve 
to ensure stories from the marginalized voices in our diverse storytelling 
community are heard. 

Over the past five years, NSN has done difficult work—major structural repair to 
our finances, an organization-wide overhaul to our governance, and intensive 
engagement of a committed network of storytelling leaders.  Our  organization is 
back on its feet, and my vision is to use this coming year to take our place in 
standing up for our storytelling community. 

Rishi Nixon 
President & Chair of the Board of Directors 
National Storytelling Network 
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Membership 
With our committee structure under the leadership of NSN’s dynamic new Vice Chair-Elect, Darlene Richard,
a revitalized NSN membership task force will work to expand the tent of our storytelling community  because
we recognize the value in welcoming a diverse community of tellers to our membership to strengthen our
collective voice.   

Over these past five years, NSN has carefully nurtured a small seed of pandemic-era donations into a five-
figure member grants fund. We are ready to launch our first Request for Proposals this year to  address this
abrupt vacuum in federal arts funding, and are especially interested in projects to amplify voices this current
climate in our country has silenced. In this coming year, our board will work to articulate a sustainable
financial pathway from our annual revenue to sustain these grants for years to come. 

Partnership 
Building upon Immediate Past President Delanna Reed’s outreach work to the International Storytelling
Center and my own outreach to the National Association of Black Storyte llers, we hope to forge fruitful new
collaborative partnerships with these two organizations to bring our storytelling community together in
these difficult times.   

The International Storytelling Center (ISC) and NSN were founded as one organization—the National
Association for the Preservation and Perpetuation of Storytelling—in 1975.  It has been 28 years since ISC
and NSN’s formal divorce, and 14 years since all financial obligations between the two organizations were
ended in federal court. The two organizations’ rift has caused much pain in the storytelling community for
decades. However, in recent months, valuable engagement has taken place: NSN’s Delanna Reed visited with
ISC President Michael Carson, and NSN recognized former ISC Director of Programs, Susan O’Connor, with
our ORACLE Lifetime Achievement Award. It was healing to engage with Susan and her successor, Krystal
Hawkins, at the 2025 conference.  As ISC and NSN turn 50 together, NSN is re-examining our relationship
with ISC—we are hopeful the rift can be healed.  And given current times, perhaps it must be, for our
storytelling revival to continue another 50 years. 

Citizenship 
A bove all, our most powerful tools as storytellers are our voices. Stories have a power to shape hearts and
minds like quite nothing else. NSN’s mission—on paper—is to advance storytelling through “promotion,
advocacy, and education,” but  advocacy  is a piece that has worn out of our organizational fabric over the
years have passed.   

NSN has a legacy of being a powerful voice for storytellers. Indeed, in decades past, NSN was responsible for
the federal advocacy that led to storytelling being included as a federal grant category under the National
Endowment for the Arts.  This year, NSN will pick up that mantle once more, joining the national coalition of
arts organizations speaking out to save the National Endowment for the Arts and preserve a diverse,
equitable, and inclusive arts & culture community at large in our country. 

To 50 more years of the National Storytelling Network—we grow storytellers. 
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CELEBRATING GEORGIA 
N AT I O N A L  S TO R Y T E L L I N G  C O N F E R E N C E  

The Georgia 2025 National Storytelling Conference has come and gone; all of the
conference attendees have now returned regular life. Rishi and I, as well as the
many wonderful volunteers, packed it in and headed home.    But all of us, carried
a piece of community, stored bits and pieces of wonderful stories, lessons
learned, remembered hugs and shared moments with old and new friends. They
say that “stories make the heart bigger”, and I left with a heart so much bigger
that it took a week of reflection, shared photos, and virtual visits to process it all.   

From the beginning I was reminded that NSN is a network of support, nationwide, 
and we were so blessed to experience the power and magic of this network in 
action. To imagine that a four-day conference of this magnitude could be 
produced totally through volunteers is astonishing, but it was. Many thanks to all 
of you who donated your time and skill, carrying your part of this conference to a 
level of excellence. Even now, I get teary-eyed thinking of all the work, thank you 
seems so small in comparison.    But I sincerely thank each and every one. 
    

The conference host, Kennesaw State University’s Department of Theater and 
Performance Arts, welcomed us with perfect spaces set up, amazing support 
staff, and they far surpassed expectations. Chuck Meacham, Charlie Parrott, and 
Steven Love of KSU met every request with professionalism and “made it 
happen,” going above and beyond in so many ways. The Stillwell Theater was 
transformed into a setting of magic through the skills of Steven Love and his 
team. Even this group of KSU staff commented on the wonderful stories, 
workshops, and panels, circling names in the program as possibilities for future 
additions to KSU performance settings.   

Leslie Shelley and Rishi Nixon 
2025 Conference Co-Chairs 

National Storytelling Network 
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Many thanks to those of you who camped out in student housing, made the hike 
up and down the hill, and climbed, literally, into the big white shuttle. I, for one, 
have missed the wonderful food, and the lattés in the mornings. Many thanks to 
those who poured their hearts into creating a beautiful closing circle and moving 
farewell to those who are no longer with us.   

Many thanks to the showcase performers, the Georgia storytellers, the youth 
performers, and the very deserving Oracle winners. Your graciousness in flying, 
driving, and donating your time contributed to the success of each and every 
workshop, panel, and showcase.   

Georgia, through the Georgia Storytelling Network, was so very honored to act as
the “feet on the ground”, and host of this conference. Thank you for this
opportunity and many thanks to all  of the Georgia folks who contributed.   

Stories, it is said, make us more alive, more courageous, and more loving. My 
hope is that you left the Georgia 2025 National Storytelling Conference with just 
that. A powerful group of storytellers, story listeners, story crafters, and friends, 
all committed to making the world a better place, to spreading stories of hope, of 
encouragement, and rallying behind what is right and good.   

Thank you for keeping Georgia on Your Mind, and hope to see you in Texas, 
Conference 2026!  Enjoy this following collage of our conference highlights. 

N AT I O N A L  STO RY T E L L I N G  N E T W O R K  
AU G U ST  2 0 2 5  N E W S L E T T E R  



Rev. Robert Jones, Carmen Agra Deedy, Lyn Ford, Connie Regan-Blake, Bill Harley (left to right)
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Meghna Bhat, Jennifer Pahl Otto, Jim Brule, Sara Armstrong, Trudy Hanson, Sherry Norfolk, Jo Ann
 Dadisman, Clinton Atwater, Susan O’Connor (left to right)
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Gwendolyn J. Napier, Amanda Lawrence, Josie Bailey, Natalie Jones, Denise Mount, Mike Mount, Julie
 Bradshaw, Chetter Galloway (left to right)

Deborah Strahorn (teaching artist) and the Kuumba Storytellers of Georgia’s Tattle Tales: Madison Jackson,
 Jerell Allen-Smith, Javon Culver (left to right)
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  W E L C O M E  

Delanna Reed, Immediate Past President of the
 National Storytelling Network

Darlene Richard (Vice Chair Elect), Rishi Nixon
 (President & Chair), Caleb Hubbard (Vice

 Chair) (left to right)

I N C O M I N G  L E A D E R S H I P  T E A M  

S U N B R E L L A  C L O S I N G  C I R C L E  

Gwendolyn J. Napier, Karen Golden, Kanute Rarey (left to right)
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J U LY  2 3 - 2 6 ,  2 0 2 6  •  C A N YO N ,  T E X A S  

Get ready to stampede towards adventure because the National Storytelling Network is
heading to the wide-open plains of the Texas Panhandle!   

From July 23  to 26 , 2026 , we're converging on the stunning campus of  West Texas 
A&M University  in Canyon, just a stone's throw from the vibrant city of Amarillo and just
adjacent to Palo Duro Canyon (the second-largest Canyon in the Nation).   

rd th 

Founded in Jonesborough, Tennessee on a crisp October day in 1975, the year of NSN’s
50  anniversary begins this October.  So  join us to celebrate our legacy on the American
storytelling revival over these last 50 years with stories as vast as the Texas sky, where
the buffalo roam and the spirit of the frontier ignites our imaginations.   

th

Get ready to explore, connect, and let your stories run wild in the heart of the Texas
Panhandle! 
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I M A G E  C R E D I T:   R I TA  H O GA N  

Namesake of the city of Canyon, Texas, Palo Duro Canyon is the largest canyon in the United States after the 
 Grand Canyon, and  just ten minutes away  from the 2026 conference venue. 

JOIN US WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM   
FOR NSN’S 50  ANNIVERSARY TH 

N AT I O N A L  S TO R Y T E L L I N G  C O N F E R E N C E  

Caleb Hubbard and Trudy Hanson 
Conference Co-Chairs 

National Storytelling Network 
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CELEBRATING THE 10 RECIPIENTS OF THE 2025
ORACLE AWARDS 

O R A C L E  AWA R D S  
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THE 2025 KATHRYN TUCKER WINDHAM
CONFERENCE SCHOLARS

K AT H R Y N  T U C K E R  W I N D H A M  S C H O L A R S H I P S  

We had many worthy applications for our Windham Scholarships this year. These awards offer room, board,
and registration to five NSN members. Some of those selected had to withdraw for health or other reasons,
but we chose to honor them in the program. The five awardees who ended attending were:  Jennifer 
Armstrong, Mary Jo Huff, Bobby Norfolk, Cynthia Orr, and Denise Page. 

Margaret Read MacDonald 
Windham Scholarship Committee Chair 
National Storytelling Network 
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CLICK TO GET YOUR
VIRTUAL TICKET NOW!

CLICK TO WATCH ORACLE

CLICK TO WATCH GEN. MTG.

MISSED THE
MAGIC AT OUR
GEORGIA 2025
CONFERENCE?
Produced by the award-winning
Jessica Piscitelli Robinson of
Better Said Than Done and
Heather Forest of Healing Story
Alliance, the recorded highlights
of our Georgia conference are
available for purchase  for only 
$99  to view until September 30,
2025. 

Take in our Emmy- and
Grammy-winning national
showcase tellers, the magic of
Bobby Norfolk’s captivating new
film,  Callaloo , Jim Brule’s 2025
National Slam-winning story,
Kuumba Storytellers of Georgia
award-winning youth teller
group: the Kuumba Tattle Tales,
and much more.   
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T H E  2 0 2 5  O RA C L E  AWA R D S
&  N S N  G E N E RA L  M E E T I N G

A R E  B OT H  F R E E  TO  WATC H !  

https://www.youtube.com/live/Csa8BEbRcpQ
https://www.youtube.com/live/NiPR7hs7U1A
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C L I C K  A D  T O  R E G I S T E R

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/cYRe1SqLSg-F_yW0dOWduA


AUGUST 2025 EVENTS 

N AT I O N A L  STO RY T E L L I N G  C A L E N D A R    
L I N KS  I N  T I T L E S  I F  AVA I L A B L E  

The Houses of Ireland and Scotland Stories and Music from Ireland and Scotland   
August 1, 2025 | 7:00 – 9:00 pm Pacific | $20 ($5 for HPR members) 

House of Pacific Relations 
2191 Pan American Road West | San Diego, California 

Performers include Storytellers of San Diego, Marilyn McPhie, Lissette Ryan, James Nelson-Lucas and Aunt
Li-Anne, accompanied by Rachel Amov on fiddle, and a piper.  Refreshments available. 

RSVP to  shanti.hofshi@gmail.com 

Good Liars Club Festival 

August 2, 2025 | 2:00 pm – 8:00 pm Central 

Online 

6 showcases of 24 fabulous liars stretching the truth in good-natured fun. Showcases run every hour on the 
hour. One registration link lets you come in and out of the festival as you please. Donors get a recording of 
the festival to watch on demand. Don’t miss the fourth year of this festival of confabulation! 

Voices in the Glen Story Swap 

August 9, 2025 | 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm Eastern 

Online 

Storytellers and listeners are invited to join Voices in the Glen storytellers for an evening of shared stories. 
Anyone is welcome to tell a tale; no one ever has to. This month’s swap is online—no entry fee. 

Storytelling Association of California 3  Wednesday Genre Storytelling: August Personal Storytelling rd 

August 20, 2025 | 7:00 pm Pacific | $5 (free for SAC members) 

Online 
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http://anne-norm.com/2025-glc-festival
https://voicesintheglen.org/event/vitg-monthly-story-swap-online-51/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sac-story-swap-genre-storytelling-series-personal-stories-tickets-636812081077
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Laura Packer Summer Storytelling Retreat 

August 22 – 24, 2025 | 4:00 pm Central 

Laura Packer's Home | Orono, Minnesota 

Taking time to work on your art and craft is important, but can be hard 
to do. Join master storyteller Laura Packer for a summer storytelling 
retreat at her home in Minnesota, from  A ugust 22-24, 2025. What can 
you expect? 

Every participant will have one-on-one coaching time with Laura, so 
bring something you’re working on. These coaching sessions will be
held with the entire group, so everyone learns from everyone else’s 
coaching session. Laura’s coaching has been described as 
“transformational,” and “the best way I know to work on a story.” 

A master-class workshop on a storytelling topic of the group’s 
choosing. Everyone will have a chance to vote to select the class topic. 
Topics range from  Deep Characterization  to  Difficult Stories  to 
Performing for the Audience in Front of You  and more. 

Time to think and dream and hang out on the porch. 
A community as committed to the work as you are. 
Community-prepared vegetarian meals made from mostly locally 
 grown ingredients (the garden in the backyard!) with possible meat 
 options. Meals included are Friday dinner; Saturday breakfast, 
 lunch, dinner, and snacks; Sunday breakfast, lunch, and snacks. 
A signed copy of Laura’s book From Audience To Zeal or the 
accompanying workbook or a deck of #storyseeds cards, for this 
paying a little more. 
Pot ential opportunity for a fire-pit story circle, swimming, and other 
 activities. 
And more. 
This event is limited to 6-8 people to ensure everyone has time to 
 get what they need. As of this writing there are spaces left. 

There is limited housing available at Laura’s on a first come first serve 
basis (private to semi-private spaces). There are reasonably priced 
hotels within a 20-minute drive. Should you fly in, we will make every 
effort to meet you at the airport. Note that Laura’s home does have 
steps. The ground-level workshop space has ten steps, and the upstairs 
guest room has another 16. We will do our best to accommodate you. 
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Storytelling in Organizations
Building Your Story
Constellations: Four Stories
We Need to Know and Share
About Ourselves by Artem
Mushin-Makedonskiy

September 2, 2025 | 10:00 am
– 11:15 am Eastern 
October 7, 2025 | 10:00 am –
11:15 am Eastern 
November 4, 2025 | 10:00 am
– 11:15 am Eastern 
December 2, 2025 | 10:00 am 
– 11:15 am Eastern 

Online 

Each story we tell shapes how 
we see ourselves and how 
others see us. And yet there 
are some stories that have 
more potential in showing who 
we are and what we stand for. 
Stories in that sense are like 
stars in the night sky: every 
constellation has a couple of 
the brightest stars that play 
the key role in defining the 
shape of the constellation. In 
this series of webinars you will 
discover 4 core stories that 
can help you show yourself 
and others around you who 
you are, what you stand for, 
and why you do the things you 
do. Apart from theory on these 
stories there will be practice in 
break out sessions so get your 
microphone and headphones 
ready! 

https://www.simpletix.com/e/summer-storytelling-retreat-at-laura-s-tickets-218129
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/cYRe1SqLSg-F_yW0dOWduA
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/cYRe1SqLSg-F_yW0dOWduA
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/cYRe1SqLSg-F_yW0dOWduA
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/cYRe1SqLSg-F_yW0dOWduA
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/cYRe1SqLSg-F_yW0dOWduA
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/cYRe1SqLSg-F_yW0dOWduA


Click the cover below to read the June 2025 Story Beast Issue (Sizzling Splendor)   this month! 
Submissions for September 2025 Story Beast Issue (Quirky Quandaries) due August 15, 2025! 

Visit  storybeast.org  for more information. 
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N E W S L E T T E R  C O M M I T T E E  

Send us your events, articles, opportunities,
storytelling or storyteller news, and more in an email
to  newsletter@storynet.org   to go out to the national
storytelling community! 

1. Contributions due on the 25th of the month. 

2. Membership in the National Storytelling Network 
not  required. 

3.  Content subject to editing and inclusion in final
issue not guaranteed. 

4.  If you are the author of your contribution, please
also attach a headshot photo of yourself to go next to
your byline. 

H O W  TO  S U B M I T  TO  T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  
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