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July 2026 Board of Directors Meeting Agenda
storynet.org/about-nsn/board-meeting-information
Thursday, July 16th, 2026 + 5:30—7:30 pm Central Time

Call to Order

Chair Rishi Nixon

Present: Karin Amano, Caleb Hubbard, Margaret Read MacDonald, Barry McWilliams,
Rishi Nixon, Claire Nolan, Delanna Reed, Lisa Williams; Guests: Cynthia Cudaback
(ECO incoming board member), Alicia Dongjoo-Bang (SIO incoming board member),
Trudy Hanson (Conference Co-Chair), Vinod Krishna (SIO Board of Directors); STAFF:
Dot Cleveland.

The meeting opened at 5:30 CDT.

Review and Approval of May and June 2026 Board Meeting Minutes
Secretary Margaret Read MacDonald. No quorum. Not approved.

Chair’s Report

Chair Rishi Nixon

Rishi has had discussions with Storytellers for Social Justice. The group formed at NSN
last summer but is not formally associated with NSN. They meet monthly, produce
workshops, and hold discussions. Jo Radner, Judith Black, Laura Simms are
spearheading this group. They have been offered a meeting room at the conference.
Rishi is suggesting that the group might want to form an NSN Discussion Group in order
to benefit from NSN support.

ISC declined our request for a statement of collaboration, but will continue collaborating
in the ways done in the past. Sue O'Halloran, Lynn Ford, and Adam Booth on the ISC
Board were assisting us in our wish for a joint statement showing collaboration between
the two organizations.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Bob Johnson  See Report on NSN website.

Texas 2026 Conference Committee Report
Conference Co-Chairs Caleb Hubbard and Trudy Hanson

Caleb and Trudy attended an ASST zoom meeting to talk about the conference. Many
participants shared the programs they will be doing at the conference.


https://storynet.org/about-nsn/board-meeting-information/

Beginning a week before the conference, Caleb will be sending out daily posts to those
registered. He will be putting up an e-board so folks can connect re ride shares.

A PDF of the conference program will be uploaded to the website.

An email will be sent to new members re the informational meeting at the conference.
An email is also being sent to all General Members re a General Member meeting during
the SIG slot.

New members need to contact Dot to get a User Name.

A golf cart and two volunteers have been arranged.

Student volunteers are available to help Delanna with oral histories.

V. Member Grants Report
Immediate Past Chair Delanna Reed
2026 recipients of the member grant

Linda Schuyler Ford: Canopy Oaks Storytelling Festival

Jessica Robinson: The Storyteller Fringe Fest

Gerald Fierst: Maybe I’'m Crazy Maybe I’'m Not

Kathya Alexander: Aunt Mama’s Story Table

Denise Page: Legacy of a Wealthy Slave: Alfred C. Manning Inventor

Vote on Bylaws Revisions Secretary Margaret Read MacDonald

Motion: That 9.2m) Conference Committee be changed to replace “The Conference
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site. The committee will include one representative from each SIG, the NSN Finance
Chair, and at least two representatives of the local group hosting the event.” With “ The

Conference Committee shall be led by a chair or co-chairs from the host site and shall be
overseen by the Vice-Chair of the Board. The committee shall include the NSN Finance
Chair. The committee will work closely with the SIGs to make sure their needs are met in
program planning.” Moved by Caleb Hubbard. Passed unanimously, with e-vote by
Linda Yemoto.

Motion: That w I .2 Ex iv mmi vii) “A member of NSN n n th

board of Directors.” And add “(vii)The Executive Director in a non-votin

Moved by Rishi Nixon. Passed unanimously, with e-vote by Linda Yemoto.

Motion: That we alter the description of 7.19 Volunteer Coordinator to change “The
Board of Directors shall annually elect a Volunteer Coordinator. The Volunteer
Coordinator will work with NSN volunteers to manage organizational initiatives.” with “is
appointed by the chair of the Board of Directors and coordinates the work of all NSN
volunteers with the exception of conference volunteers.” Moved by Delanna Reed.

Passed unanimously, with e-vote by Linda Yemoto.

VL. 2027 Conference. Dot Cleveland.
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Dot and Katy Knutson visited hotels in Minneapolis and selected the Hyatt in
Bloomington (a suburb of Minneapolis). It has light rail to the airport and to the Mall of
America. Also, a free airport shuttle. $25,000 food and beverage minimum. We would
be the only conference in the hotel. A one hour welcome reception is complimentary.
An AV specialist is onsite for a fee. Dot and Katy will ask for more detailed budget
figures from the Hyatt and will select one of three dates. July 8-11, July 15-18, June
24-27.

National Storytelling Awards Announcement

Submissions for National Storytelling Awards are now open. They close September 30,
2026. Everyone is encouraged to suggest titles for consideration, not just your own
work, but anything you have noticed that seems worthy of an award. Information is on
the NSN website. Margaret is chairing the awards committee. Kevin Cordi is on the adult
evaluation group, and chairs the children’s evaluation group. YES is to appoint two more
judges for the children’s award group.

Welcoming the Incoming SIO SIG Board of Directors Introductory video by Artem
Mushin-Makedonskiy was shown. Vinod Krishna introduced himself. Alicia
Dongjoo-Bang commented about her involvement with NSN via chat

Vote on Final Partnership Agreement with the National Association of Black
Storytellers
See recording

Motion: That the NSN Board accept the Memorandum of Understanding with the
National Association of Black Storytellers.

Moved by Rishi Nixon. Passed unanimously, with e-votes of Linda Yemoto,
Melissa Fees, and Emily Stamets.

Discussion on 2026 National Storytelling Conference Conversations with the
Board

Board members will be stationed around the room to answer questions or take
suggestions from members.

Environmental Storytelling Special Interest Group (ECO SIG) Report

Directors Linda Yemoto and Claire Nolan. Cynthia Cudaback, Director Elect.
Cynthia introduced herself. She has a Ph.D. in Geo-Physics.

Fran has arranged for Marla Nauni, Comanche actor/singer in the TEXAS musical, to
join us on the ECO bus tour to give a Comanche perspective on the

history of the canyon. Fran is putting Marla and Mysti, our contact at the canyon,
together to plan what they might each do.

Producers & Organizers Special Interest Group (PRO SIG) Report
Directors Lisa Overholser and Barry McWilliams. No report.
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Storytelling in Organizations Special Interest Group (SIO SIG) Report
Director Lisa Williams SIO met Tuesday with new directors and board. They are excited
about their new board and new NSN Board reps.

Youth-Educators-Storytellers Special Interest Group (YES SIG) Report
Director Karin Amano. The reviewing committee for the Angela Lloyd Sunbrella Award

will be announcing the winner at the NSN conference.

Adjournment. Rishi thanked Lisa Williams and Barry McWilliams for their years of work
on the board.

Meeting adjourned at 7:48 CDT



6:58 PM National Storytelling Network

07113126 Statement of Financial Position
Accrual Basis As of June 30, 2026
Jun 30, 26 Jun 30, 25
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
1018 - US Bank General Account 50,650 11,547
1168 - US Bank Business Savings 160,726 176,280
1169 - Savings
1077 - Ray Hicks Legacy Project 6,599 6,599
Total 1169 - Savings 6,599 6,599
Total Checking/Savings 217,975 194,426
Accounts Receivable
1110 - Accounts Receivable 2,680 1,490
Total Accounts Receivable 2,680 1,490
Other Current Assets
1250 - Undeposited Funds 467 1,803
1440 - Prepaid Conference Expenses -25 -225
Total Other Current Assets 442 1,578
Total Current Assets 221,097 197,494
Fixed Assets
1645 - Machinery & Equipment 3,769 3,769
1760 - Accumulated Depreciation -3,769 -3,769
Total Fixed Assets 0 0
Other Assets
1800 - Other long-term assets
1805 - CCU CD 65,922 63,855
Total 1800 - Other long-term assets 65,922 63,855
Total Other Assets 65,922 63,855
TOTAL ASSETS 287,019 261,349
LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
2010 - Accounts Payable 0 25,062
Total Accounts Payable 0 25,062
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6:58 PM National Storytelling Network

07113126 Statement of Financial Position
Accrual Basis As of June 30, 2026
Jun 30, 26 Jun 30, 25
Credit Cards
1013 - US Bank Credit Card 1,691 56
Total Credit Cards 1,691 56
Other Current Liabilities
2110 - Direct Deposit Liabilities -651 0
2400 - Payroll Liabilities 15 0
2450 - Payroll Taxes Payable
2452 - FIT Withheld Payable 227 17
2453 - FICA Payable-Employee 0 114
2454 - FICA Payable-Company 0 114
2455 - Medicare Payable-Employee 0 27
2456 - Medicare Payable-Company 0 27
2460 - KC Earnings Tax 0 0
2461 - MO Withholding 8 8
2463 - MN Withheld Tax 22 63
2450 - Payroll Taxes Payable - Other -230 -230
Total 2450 - Payroll Taxes Payable 26 138
2520 - Payable for Ray Hicks Legacy Pj 6,599 6,599
2570 - Short-term liabilities - other
2575 - Due to ETSU (In-State Tuition) 0 1,302
Total 2570 - Short-term liabilities - other 0 1,302
Total Other Current Liabilities 5,988 8,039
Total Current Liabilities 7,680 33,158
Total Liabilities 7,680 33,158
Equity
32000 - Unrestricted Net Assets 73,221 35,832
3000 - Net Assets W/O Donor Restrictns
3050 - Net Assets w/o Board Restrict. 126,280 126,280
3100 - Board Restricted Net Assets
3102 - Due to SIGs
3102i - Welcome Seed Funds (SIG) 1,514 1,129
3102g - Due to ECO (SIG) 4,705 3,415
3102c - Due to PRO (SIG) 6,767 6,128
3102d - Due to SIO (SIG) 9,182 8,382
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6:58 PM National Storytelling Network

07/13/26 Statement of Financial Position
Accrual Basis As of June 30, 2026
Jun 30, 26 Jun 30, 25
3102e - Due to YES (SIG) 22,576 21,012
1302j - Due to YES Angela Lloyd Fund 3,794 0
Total 3102 - Due to SIGs 48,538 40,066
Total 3100 - Board Restricted Net Assets 48,538 40,066
Total 3000 - Net Assets W/O Donor Restrictns 174,818 166,346
3300 - Net Assets With Donor Restricns
3301 - Use restricted net assets
4012 - Windham Scholarship Grants 5,729 4,644
3325 - Member Grant Restricted Funds 11,667 11,277
Total 3301 - Use restricted net assets 17,396 15,921
Total 3300 - Net Assets With Donor Restricns 17,396 15,921
3998 - Current Year Earnings -35,832 -35,832
Net Income 49,735 45,924
Total Equity 279,339 228,191
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 287,019 261,349
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7:03 PM National Storytelling Network

07/13/26 Income and Expenses Compared to Budget

Accrual Basis June 2026

Jun 26

Budget

$ Over Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
4000 - Contributed support
4010 - Indiv/business contribution

Total 4000 - Contributed support

5000 - Earned revenues
5112 - Teller Page Listings-Storynet
5180 - Conference & Other Program Fees
5210 - Membership dues - individuals
5220 - Assessments & dues - orgs
5310 - Interest-savings/short-term inv
5450 - Advertising revenues

Total 5000 - Earned revenues

Total Income

Gross Profit

Expense
7200 - Salaries & related expenses
7220 - Salaries & wages - other
7250 - Payroll taxes

Total 7200 - Salaries & related expenses

8100 - Non-personnel expenses
8105 - Computer Equipment & Software
8110 - Supplies
8130 - Telephone & telecommunications
8140 - Postage, shipping, delivery
8170 - Printing & copying
8180 - Books, subscriptions, reference

Total 8100 - Non-personnel expenses

8300 - Travel & meetings expenses
8321 - Presenter payout

Total 8300 - Travel & meetings expenses

8500 - Misc expenses
8516 - Marketing Expense
8555 - Program Related Fees
8560 - Outside computer svcs/Website
8561 - Website Enhancement

Total 8500 - Misc expenses

1,082 710 372
1,082 710 372
340 360 -20
0 13,678 13,678
1,300 2,625 1,325
300 450 -150
0 447 -447
0 2,330 -2,330
1,040 19,891 17,951
3,022 20,601 17,578
3,022 20,601 17,578
0 1,667 1,667
0 128 128
0 1,794 1,794
22 142 -120
151 795 -643
0 42 -42
29 101 72
0 4,000 -4,000
0 750 -750
203 5,829 -5,627
0 729 729
0 729 729
0 1,000 -1,000
0 2,000 -2,000
122 167 -45
0 417 417
122 3,583 -3,461
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7:03 PM National Storytelling Network

07/13/26 Income and Expenses Compared to Budget
Accrual Basis June 2026
Jun 26 Budget $ Over Budget
8600 - Business expenses
8640 - Bank Fees 479 1,010 -531
Total 8600 - Business expenses 479 1,010 -531
Total Expense 804 12,946 -12,143
Net Ordinary Income 2,219 7,654 -5,436
Net Income 2,219 7,654 -5,436
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