
2026 Annual Meeting NSN 

Board Members present: Rishi Nixon, Delanna Reed, Caleb Hubbard (incoming president), 
Emily Stamets, Linda Yemoto, Lisa Overholser,  Leslie Shelley,  Karin Amano, Melissa Fees, 
Margaret Read MacDonald 

Incoming Board members: Alicia Dongjoo Bang, Amanda Lawrence 

1:52 pm CDT Meeting called to order by Rishi Nixon, President 

Rishi’s priorities for 2025-26 were Membership, Partnership, and Citizenship. 

Last year’s conference survey showed 98.5 percent overall satisfaction.  76% VERY 
satisfied. 

Membership initiatives: NSN Member Grants relaunched.  Delanna Reed’s committee 
have selected the awardees for this year.  The Member Grants are funded by the Online 
Auction organized by Marilyn McPhie and Kate Dudding.  

NSN Book and Media Awards: Margaret Read MacDonald and Kevin Cordi are organizing 
the award committees. We are picking up the mantle of Flora Joy’s Storytelling World 
Awards.   

New Membership Committee:  Vecepia  Robinson, Lois Boyd-Prevost, Zenobia Judd 
Williams, and Caleb Hubbard 

Ambassador for Emerging Tellers:  Tim Livengood will be working with tellers who contact 
NSN for information on how to enter the storytelling world.    

Partnerships: 

Our next Conference will see partnering with The Story Arts of Minnesota, The Black 
Storyteller’s Alliance and The American School of Storytelling to hold a conference in the 
Minneapolis area.   

Rishi noted that the board changed Dot Cleveland’s title to Executive Director of NSN in 
February.  

New partnerships have been formed with Story Crossroads.  Rachel Hedman of Utah 
maintains a list of tellers who have passed on.  A link to her page is found on our website.  

Storytelling.org  (Illinois Storytelling)  Maintains a list of storytelling festivals.   The Link is on 
our website.   



The National Association of Black Storytellers board has approved a formal partnership 
with NSN.   This will include advertising partnerships; we will be member organizations in 
each other’s organizations and will explore joint programming possibilities.   

Northeast Storytelling (NEST) (Sharing the Fire) and NSN are cooperating on promotion for 
each other’s festivals.    

NSN also purchased sponsorship in the Women’s Storytelling Festival and the Bay Area 
Storytelling Festival 

Loren Niemi is chairing the 2027 festival in Minneapolis.   

Vincent Bates and Rachel Hedman are co-chairing the 2028 festival in Ogden, Utah.   Co-
sponsors are Story Crossroads, Weaver State University, Utah Storytelling Guild, and the 
Weaver State University Storytelling Festival. 

Citizenship:   

Americans for the Arts.  NSN is now a member.  Benefits to our members are listed on our 
website. 

NSN has adapted a Cultural Equity statement.  

Storytellers for Social Justice, which formed last year at the Atlanta NSN Conference, has 
decided to become an NSN Discussion Group.   

Motion: That the board of the National Storytelling Network invite Storytellers for 
Social Justice to join NSN as an NSN Discussion Group.  Moved by Rishi Nixon.   
Passed unanimously.  

50th Anniversary Oral History Projects:   NSN Remembers.    Delanna Reed is organizing 
this project.  13 tellers have been interviewed.   The audio interviews might be 
supplemented with shorter video interviews.  The audio interviews are being transcribed.   
Shorter interviews are being collected during this conference.   

Member Grants: Delanna Reed announced this year’s awardees. 

2006 Member Awards go to: Linda Schuyler-Ford to inaugurate the first Canopy Oaks 
Storytelling Festival in Tallahassee.  

Jessica Piscitelli Robinson, initiating first Storyteller Fringe Fest. 

Gerald Fierst, to video his show “Maybe I’m Crazy, Maybe I’m Not.” 

Katya Alexander for Aunt Mama’s Story Table. 



Denise Page researching a show called “A Legacy of a Wealthy Slave:  Alfred C. Manning.”  

2026 Conference Report:   Caleb Hubbard and Trudy Hansen 

151 attending; 21 new members, 45 virtual.  57 panels and programs.  Programs were 
coordinated with ECO, SIO, PRO, YES SIGS and with HSA.   The virtual conference was 
facilitated by Heather Forest and Jessica Robinson.   

Trudy Hanson presented the 2026 Conference Windham Scholarship winners. Funds are 
collected through the conference silent auction. 

Jodi French-Burr 

Louise Hughes 

Dada Maheshvarananda 

Nicholas Pawlowski 

Helen Yang 

ECO Report: Linda Yemoto 

Eco has monthly zoom gatherings and offer workshops. 

They organize an ECO field trip during each conference. 

They plan to organize their 3rd Earth-Up zoom conference this year.   

PRO Report: Lisa Overholser 

PRO has 66 members. They have monthly meetings and workshops.  Festival 101 workshop 
is coming in the fall. 

Their Storytelling Production Guide was updated and republished last year.  It is available 
on Amazon and is free to members.    

 A Peer Consulting Program is available to connect needs with experienced consultants.  
This provides a three hour free consultation.  

SIO Report: Alicia Dongjoo Bang 

Alicia Dongjoo Bang and Zenobia Judd-Williams will co-chair SIO.  

Their new board includes Artem Mushin-Makedonskiy, Vinod Krishna, Rituparna Ghosh.  

YES Report:  Karin Amano and Kevin Cordi, co-chairs of YES 



YES offers free Story Labs, mentorships, professional development workshops, 
networking, story swaps, leadership and volunteer opportunities and collaboration with 
other storytelling organizations.  

An Angela Lloyd Fundraising Concert was held in cooperation with HSA to raise money for 
the Sunbrella Awards. 

October 17th will be the 2nd Angela Loyd Fundraising Concert.  

Kevin Cordi announced the winner of the Sunbrella Award.  They received 15 nominations.   
The winners of the $1,000 award for 2026 are:  Karen Chace and Andrea Lovett for Once 
Upon a Generation,  a program that brings together tweens, teens, and older adults.  

Karen Golden is joining the YES board.   

Dot Cleveland, Executive Director presented the Financial Report  

We have $239,641 total assets. Total equity of $229.604 as of December 31, 2025. 

Income totaled $172,000 from the Annual Conference, membership, directory dues, 
advertising, interest, donations, and program fees.  

Expenses totaled $127,000.   

Positive income at the end of 2025: $37,390. 

More current financials are available on the NSN website.   

NSN Book and Media Awards:   Margaret Read MacDonald announced the new Book and 
Media Awards. 

NSN will be awarding Book and Media Awards beginning in 2026.   All submissions are due 
by September 30, 2026. 

Application forms are available on the NSN website.    Awards will be given in these 
categories: 

NSN Book Award 

NSN Media Award 

NSN Resource Award. 

NSN Youth Book Award. 

NSN Picture Book Award. 

The Youth Book Award and the Picture Book Award will be selected by a YES committee. 



Loren Niemi announced the Minneapolis Conference.   To be held at the Hyatt Regency 
Bloomington.   The hotel is two light-rail stops from the Mall of America and the MSP 
airport.   The conference will be held July 15-18, 2027.  

The League of Minnesota Poets is a partner.    Green Card Voices, Black Storytelling 
Alliance, and others also partnering.    

Vincent Bates announced the 2028 conference in Utah.   Rachel Hedman is co-chairing, 
with Vincent as an institutional partner.  The conference will be held July 13-16, 2028 in 
Ogden.  A commuter rail connection comes from the airport.   Field trips are planned to 
Antelope Island, the Family History center in Salt Lake City, and more.  Special emphasis 
will be on youth telling at this conference. 

Amanda Lawrence was unanimously elected Vice Chair-Elect.   

Rishi thanked Directors leaving the board at this time:   Delanna Reed, Lisa Williams, 
Barry McWilliams, Lisa Overholser, Darlene Richard, Upasna Kakroo. 

The gavel was passed to Caleb Hubbard, Assistant Professor of Communication at 
Sam Houston University.    

Caleb presented a plaque of appreciation to Rishi for his incredible work as president this 
year. 

Caleb presented a plaque of appreciation to Dot for her work and to recognize her new title 
as Executive Director of NSN. 

Caleb spoke of seeing membership as “belonging”.   He wants to reach out to others to join 
NSN.   He wants to strengthen membership benefits. 

He wants to make it easier for people to become involved.    

Meeting closed at 3:45pm CDT.      

 

 

  

 

 


